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SYLLABUS


THEORY (80 MARKS)
BOOK 1- Indian Society

1. The Demographic Structure of The Indian Society
2. Social Institutions: Continuity and Change
3. The Market as a Social Institution
4. Patterns of Social Inequality and Exclusion
5. The Challenges of Cultural Diversity
BOOK 2- Social Change and Development in India
1. Structural Change
2. Cultural Change
3. The Story of Indian Democracy
4. Change and Development in Rural Society
5. Change and Development in Urban Society
6. Globalisation and Social Change
7. Mass Media and Communications
8. Social Movements


PRACTICAL (20 MARKS)

A. Project (undertaken during the academic year at school level)
 Statement of the purpose
 Methodology/technique
 Conclusion

10marks

B. Viva - based on the project work

02marks

C. Research design

08marks







Overall format (01 mark)
Research Question/Hypothesis (01 mark)
Choice of Technique (02 marks)
Details of implementation of the technique (02 marks)
Limitations of the above technique (02 marks)
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PROJECT WORK (10 MARKS)
The project must involve actual first hand research done by each student in close consultation with the
teacher over the duration of the academic year. The actual timing of the project can be decided by the
teacher.
PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF PROJECT REPORT
At the end of the stipulated term, each student will prepare and submit her/his project report. Each
report must fulfil the following requirements:
1. The body of the Project Report will be of approximately 15-20 A4 Pages excluding additional
appendices, questionnaires etc.
2. The project report will be written in the student's own hand; though they may include other
illustrative material that is not hand - written
3. The project report will contain the following matter:
a) Cover page showing project title, student's information, school and session
b) List of contents
c) Acknowledgements and preface
d) Introduction- This will include definitions and explanations associated with the topic/area of
research. The candidate should carry out research to be able to understand the topic/area of research
well and make that a part of the introduction. Various possible dimensions of the topic/area of research
should be incorporated.
e) Rationale (Purpose) - The reason for the choice of the subject and its social significance.
f) Methodology /Technique - Mention the methodology e.g. questionnaire, case study, ethnographic
description {I.e., a detailed description based on observations noted in a field diary}. The students
may use any method which is appropriate for the topic selected. Detailed steps and procedures adopted
must be given.
g) Presentation of evidence - There must be a major section formally presenting the evidence
gathered as a part of the project. This can be in the form of tables, extracts from interviews, reports on
case studies or discussion of documentary data (newspapers, articles, magazines, diaries,
photographs). However, there should be value addition by the student and it must not be a simple
reproduction of the original material.
h) Analysis of evidence & conclusions - Each project should summarize its conclusions in a separate
section. This can be brief but should be clearly and carefully stated. If possible, some suggestions can
be given for further enhancement in the area/subject studied. This section can also include a statement
describing the limitations of the study.
i) Bibliography/ Appendix or other supporting material - This should include the references to
relevant books and other sources used for the study. The appendix will include questionnaires, list of
interviews, documents or any other material used in the study, if any.
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VIVA-VOCE (2 MARKS)

The viva will be conducted by an external examiner appointed by CBSE and its content will be
confined to the subject matter of the project report.
RESEARCH DESIGN (8 MARKS)
As a part of the Research Design component of Sociology Practical Exam, students will be expected
to write an on-the-spot answer to a question they will get as part of the practical examination to be
conducted under the supervision of an external examiner.
The question will provide for three or four different research topics, with each student being allotted
one topic through a lottery. The student will then be expected to produce a 2 - 3 pages long outline of
a Research Design on the topic allotted. This outline should demonstrate the student's familiarity with
all the stages involved in a research study, from the choice of topic to the preparation of the study
report. However, since this is a hypothetical research study which has not actually been conducted, the
student will be expected to provide details only on the general procedures common to all research
studies, within the specific topic chosen.
These common procedures include the following steps:
1. A specific research question on the assigned research topic. (An actual question must be formulated
by the student, which should be a researchable, useful question.)
2. A particular research method for conducting the study, which should not be the same as the
method used by the student in her/his Project Report. Reasons for choosing the method and
believing it to be suitable for the research question should be mentioned.
3. A specific research site for the study - this includes the location or place that will be studied, the
selection of a sample, or identification of the categories of persons to be Interviewed etc. Reasons for
selection of the site must be mentioned.
4. A stage-wise list of the steps needed to implement the research plan - the particular actions through
which the research will be carried out.
5. Expected outcomes of the study- if all goes well, what will be learnt after the study that was not
already known to the student?
6. Possible limitations and anticipated difficulties in conducting the study may also be mentioned.
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EXAMPLE OF A RESEARCH DESIGN

Broad Research topic: Cycle rickshaws and rickshaw-walas in cities and towns
1. Research Question: From the topic given above, the student must select and refine a specific
research question like the ones shown in the following examples.
Example IA: Occupational mobility and the occupation of rickshaw-walas.
What are some of the previous occupations of those who are currently rickshaw pullers? What other
occupations are rickshaw pullers aspiring to or considering? Where is rickshaw pulling placed in terms
of downward as different from upward occupational mobility?
Example 1B: Occupational hazards as perceived by rickshaw pullers.
What, according to rickshaw-walas, are the main professional hazards or problems they face?
Example 1C: Factors determining choice of neighbourhood.
How do rickshaw pullers choose the particular neighbourhood in which they will ply their rickshaws?
What are the factors that influence their decision?
Example 1D: How educated are rickshaw-walas?
Are they mostly illiterate or are they among the lower levels of the educated unemployed who have
been unable to find better jobs?
Example 1D is picked as the research question for the following stages.
Brief Justification or rationale for the research question:
The general impression is that rickshaw-pullers are all illiterate. But is this true? Why is it obvious that
they are not highly educated & literate and we do not know what is their average level of schooling.
Having occasionally seen some rickshaw-pullers reading newspapers, it would be very interesting to
know how educated they are and why did they leave school.
2. Research Method: The survey method based on a questionnaire can be used. A short questionnaire
asking rickshaw-pullers about level of education and reasons for leaving the school could be prepared.
Since most of the Rickshaw-Pullers may not be able to read or write, the interviewer might need to fill
in the answers while interviewing. Oral answers are best in this situation. A structured pre-prepared
questionnaire will ensure that the same questions are asked to all. Keeping the questionnaire short and
simple will let the survey cover more respondents; preferably a sample size of more than 30
respondents would be preferable.
3. Research Site: Since no list of Rickshaw-pullers exists, it will be difficult to draw a random
sample. So a snowball sampling approach can be implemented, beginning with some Rickshawpullers available handy in the neighbourhood and then requesting them to introduce me to their friends
and acquaintances and so on. Try to aim for a representative mix of respondents in terms of age groups
and different localities in which they work.
4. Steps for Implementation: Begin with some initial enquiries with Rickshaw-pullers in
neighbourhood. A few would be happy to help and this set could be used for the validation of
questionnaire. After initial inquiries with selected rickshaw-walas, make the necessary changes in the
questionnaire and make enough copies of it. Each questionnaire needs to be numbered so that it can be
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identified. Maintain a master sheet to keep a record of the respondents so that it can be ensured that
enough persons in different age groups and localities are covered. After the questionnaires are filled,
start the process of compiling the data. This needs a tabulation sheet where answers to a question
given by different respondents can be entered in one place. Then the overall results of the survey will
be prepared. Based on these results, prepare the section on the findings and conclusions.
5. Expected Outcomes: It is hoped to find out the general level of education among rickshaw-walas
in my town. This will let one know whether it is correct to think of them an educated unemployed, or
whether they belong to category of uneducated unskilled labour. If it turns out that most of them have
some years of schooling, then this might be useful to know if any social policy with respect to the
occupation is being planned. One possible limitation of the study is that rickshaw-walas may become
apprehensive about· answering the questionnaire especially if their answers are being written down by
someone. Also, respondents may want to hide their actual years of education (both if they have more,
and if they have less education) because they may be embarrassed to admit this in front of others.
SUMMARY OF BASIC FORMAT OF RESEARCH DESIGN
Thus, the basic structure of the research design (to be written during the practical exam) is to include
the following elements in the manner described above in the examples:
1. Topic Assigned.
2. Research Question based on topic, along with brief rationale.
3. Method to be used, along with justification for that method and its limitations.
4. Steps required to implement the above, i.e., how exactly will the investigation of this research
question using the method specified proceed? What will be the major anticipated steps in the research
process?
5. Expected outcomes: What is expected to be learnt from the study that was not already known? What
could be some limitations of the study, reasons why we need to be careful about interpreting its
results?
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QUESTION BANKS

CLASS XII/SOCIOLOGY

8

Smart Skills

Sanskriti School
Assignment No.1

VSA Type Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is demography? Give one reason why demographic data is important?
What is formal demography?
What is meant by social demography?
What do you mean by the following-

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Birth rate, death rate, maternal mortality rate, infant mortality rate, lifeexpectancy, dependency ratio, age-structure, fertility rate, total fertility rate,
replacement level, sex-ratio.
Explain why the birth rate is relatively slow to fall while death rate declines much faster.
Why is a rising dependency ratio a cause for worry in many countries?
What is meant demographic dividend?
What were the broad objectives of the National Family Planning Programme?
What is the difference between infant mortality rate and maternal mortality rate?
What is population explosion?
What is the difference between epidemic and pandemic?

12. What was the relation between global population and Spanish Flu that occurred in the
year 1918-19?
13. How can an epidemic be controlled?
14. What are the possible reasons why people in the past tended to have many more children?
15. What are the possible reasons for the acceleration of rural-urban migration?
16. What is meant by growth rate?
17. What are some of the factors that might influence the family or a couple’s decision
about how many children to have?
18. What is meant by sterilisation?
19. Why were the metropolises swelling up in population? Give any 2 reasons.
20. All over the world it has been found that there are slightly more females than males in
most countries. Why?
21. The problem of sex-selective abortion is not due to poverty or ignorance or lack
of resources. Discuss the statement.
22. There are two reasons why there are more females than males in most countries. However,
in
India and South Korea, the sex ratio has been declining. Why? Give your viewpoint also.
23. Two reasons for the decline in sex-ratio in some prosperous regions of India are……
24. What are the reasons for the decline in sex ratio in India?
25. What two factors led to the growing importance of demography?
26. What did Amartya Sen mean by the phrase ‘failure of entitlements’?
27. What does the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act say?
28. What were the criticisms accorded against the theory given by Malthus?
29. What is Famine?

SA Type Questions
30. How are age structure and dependency ratio interlinked? What is the ageing of
population? Why is rising dependency ratio a cause of worry in countries facing an
ageing population?
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31. What are some of the implications of a declining sex ratio? What is the reason
for more males to females in some states in our country? Give one example. Why do
some states have almost equal ratio between males and females? Give one example.
32. Name some of the countries where most die under the age of 5. According to you, what
are the most common causes of death?
33. Does changing age structure offer a ‘demographic dividend’ for India? Elaborate.
34. Do you feel that parents still prefer to have sons than daughters? What, in your
opinion, could be some of the reasons for this preference?
35. Give some reasons for the decline in sex ratio in India.
36. What are the positive and preventive checks mentioned by Malthus?
37. Why Malthus’s theory is considered a pessimistic one?
38. What are the three phase of demographic transition? When does population
explosion occur?
39. Which stage of the demographic transition is India in? Why?
40. What is the reason for increase in urban population?
41. ‘Public face of India is increasingly becoming urban.’ Explain the statement.
42. Changes in age structure due to the demographic transition lower the dependency ratio,
or the ratio of non-working age to working age population, thus creating the potential
for generating growth which is possible through increasing levels of education and
employment. Why?
43. Why is there a drastic fall in the child sex ratio? What factors may be held responsible
for the decline in the child sex ratio? Give examples of 2 states with the lowest child
sex ratio.
44. Which states in India have reached replacement level? Which ones still have high rate
of population growth? In your opinion, what could be the reason for the regional
variation?
45. What is meant by the ‘age structure’ of the population? Why is it relevant for
economic development and growth?
46. Literacy as a prerequisite to education is an instrument of empowerment. Discuss.
47. Literacy varies considerably across gender, social groups and regions. Explain.
48. Discuss India’s Demographic Achievement.
49. What is Famine? How can it be prevented?
50. Explain the regional variations of low child sex-ratio.
LA Type Questions
51. ‘The power of population is so superior to the power of earth to produce subsistence
for man that premature death must in some or other form visit the human race.’
Elaborate on this statement by a famous political economist. Why has his theory
been criticised?
52. What are three phases of demographic transition? Explain with the help of the theory.
53. Keeping in mind The Spanish Flu or Influenza virus epidemic answer the following
questions-What is influenza?
i) Why was Spanish Flu the single biggest epidemic and global
phenomena?
ii) Why was it believed that World War 1 quickened the spread of the
disease?
iii) Mention two other influenza epidemics, which caused significant morbidity and
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mortality globally.
54. Describe the process of evolution India’s National Family Welfare Programme?
Why did it suffer a setback in the year 1975-76? What was the role of the new
government elected after emergency period?
55. State any 6 National Socio-Demographic Goals for 2010.
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Assignment No.2

VSA Type
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Define the term caste.
Give any four differences between caste and varna.
Dominant caste is a term used to refer to……..Give some examples.
What is sanskritisation?
Write a note on purity and pollution.
How is a member of a high caste liable to be polluted by a member of a low caste?
What is the role of the ideas of difference and separation in the caste system?
What is the role of the ideas of wholism and hierarchy in the caste system?
Mention any two changed that caste underwent during the colonial rule.
Define tribe.
What is tribalism?
Discuss assimilation in relation with tribes.

13. Mention two states that have the highest population of tribals and two states which have
lowest tribal population.
14. Give two points discussed in the constituent assembly regarding tribes.
15. Give a brief summary of the linguistic distribution of tribes with the help of examples.
16. What are the traits used to classify tribes? Briefly describe each of the traits.
17. What are the two important issues which gave rise to tribal movements?
18. Give a brief summary of the geographical distribution of tribes with the help of
examples.
19. State any two changes which have occurred in the life of the tribes in the colonial period.
20. What evidence would you offer against the view that ‘tribes are primitive communities
living isolated lives untouched by civilisation’?
21. Distinguish between the isolationists and integrationists viewpoints towards the tribal
societies.
SA Type
22. Highlight the sources of conflict between national development and tribal development.
OR National development has benefited the mainstream at the expense of the tribal
development.
23. What are the witnessed in the life of tribes in India today?
24. Discuss any four differences between caste and tribe.
25. How have tribes been classified in India?
26. Assertion of tribal identity is on the rise. What are the factors behind the assertion of
tribal identities today?
27. How have the tribals been exploited by the non-tribals?
28. What are some of the different forms that family can take?
29. In what ways can changes in social structure lead to changes in the family structure?
30. Describe in detail the changes experienced by caste under colonial rule.
31. How did caste considerations play a role in mass mobilization of the national
movement?
32. What role did caste progressive reforms play during the freedom struggle?
33. The caste system can be understood as the combination of two sets of principles, one
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based on difference and separation and the other on wholism and hierarchy. Explain
this statement.
What are some of the rules that caste system imposes?
Discuss politicisation of caste.
In what sense has caste become relatively invisible for the urban upper castes?
How has caste become all too visible for the lower castes?
How can we say that caste is a resilient institution?
“Caste is a discriminatory system.” Explain.

LA Type
40. How can one complex household, comprising three married brothers, give birth to a
simple household as a result of entrepreneurial opportunities? Discuss keeping the
muslim biradri (community) called the Multani Lohars in mind.
41. Khasi society is a matrilineal society but the men are the power holders. How will you
explain this statement?
42. How do you explain the juxtaposition of two caste groups-a seemly caste-less upper
caste group and an apparently caste-defined lower caste group?
43. Explain the most commonly cited defining features of caste.
44. Discuss in detail the changes brought about in the institution of caste by colonialism.
45. Write a brief essay on tribal identity today.
46. Discuss the two main traits of a tribal society.
47. Forced incorporation of tribal community into the mainstream processes has had its
impact on tribal culture and society as much as it has on their economy. Discuss.
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Assignment No.3

VSA Type
1. Define a market.
2. What is meant by ‘Laissez-Faire’?
3. What is meant by ‘Invisible Hand’?
4. What is a status symbol?
5. How may caste and kin networks contribute to the success of a business?
6. The banking and trading activities are deeply embedded in the social organization of the
Nakarattars. Elaborate.
7. Write a note on NASDAQ.
8. What is meant by ‘Free Market’?
9. The ‘Jajmani System’ can be defined as……
10. What is marketisation?
11. What is globalisation?
12. Who are the Marwaris?
13. What are the significant differences between the Nakarattar banking system and the
modern western banking system?
14. What is the reason for caste based specialization in trade?
15. What is liberalization?
16. What is a Hundi?
17. Sociologists view markets as social institutions that are constructed in culturally specific
ways. Discuss briefly giving one example.
18. Can you think of examples within the modern capitalist economy where economic
activities are similarly embedded in social structures?
19. What are the different ways in which Nakarattar trading and banking activities are
linked to other social structures?
20. What is meant by support price?
21. What is the nature of markets, especially share and financial markets in today’s world?
22. Mention any two adverse impacts of liberalisation.
SA Type
23. How rational self-interest in a free market economy leads to well-being. Explain this
economic philosophy of Adam Smith.
24. How does an economic perspective on market differ from a sociological one?
25. ‘Weekly markets are a central feature of the social and economic organization of tribal
villages’. Explain.
26. How did the advent of colonialism in India produce a major upheaval in the economy?
27. What is the relationship between adivasis and the state(represented by Forest Department
officials)? Why are Forest Guards so important in tribal areas? Why are they making
payments to tribal labourers?

28. What does the layout of the weekly market suggest to you about its organisation and
functioning? What kind of people would have permanent stalls and who are the ‘less
established traders’ sitting on the ground?
29. How did the weekly market for tribal areas change after independence? Extensive and
sophisticated trading networks existed in pre-colonial India. Elaborate.
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What is meant by traditional business community? Give an example.
Briefly discuss Karl Marx’s view of capitalism as a system of commodity production.
Explain commodification with the help of suitable examples.
Explain the term status symbol by giving appropriate examples.

34. ‘Consumption is not only an economic feature but also has symbolic meaning’. How do
you explain this statement?
35. How is trading in a stock market like NASDAQ different from trading in other markets?
36. What are the main arguments for and against liberalisation?
37. Select any one advertisement of your choice and answer the following What is the product that is being advertised? What image of the product has been
created?
 How has the advertiser connected the product to a desirable lifestyle or social status?
38. How can globalisation be used to explain the workings of the financial markets?
LA Type
39. Explain weekly market as a social institution and the link between the local tribal
economy and the outside and the exploitative economic relationship between the
adivasis and the non-tribals.
40. India has entered a new era of its economic history following the changes in the
economic policy ushering in the era of globalisation. Explain this statement with the
help of an example.
41. Keeping in view the immense popularity of the Pushkar Fair answer the followinga) What are the new circuits of goods, services, money and people that have been
created at Pushkar because of it now being a part of the international tourist circuit?
b) How do you think the coming of large numbers of foreign and Indian tourists has
changed the way in which this fair operates?
c) How does the religiosity of the place add to the marketability? Can we say that there is
a market for spirituality in India?
42. Explain the meaning if commoditisation. Give examples where things or processes have
been commodified. What are the reasons for this change? Do you think commodities can
have a negative social effect? Explain briefly with the help of examples.
43. Describe the tribal market of Dhorai, in Bastar, Chattisgarh.
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Assignment No.4

VSA Type
1. Hard work and individuality alone cannot improve an individual’s life chances.
Comment.
2. What do you understand by the concept of social inequality?
3. How are inequality and exclusion, social?
4. What is meant by prejudice? Give an example to show prejudice.
5. How do we decide whether a certain kind of portrayal is prejudiced or not?
6. How do prejudices influence our behaviour in the society?
7. Give two examples of prejudiced behaviour from films or novels.
8. Can you distinguish between instances of prejudice that are intentional or
unintentional?
9. What is meant by discrimination?
10. Give an example to show how prolonged experience of discrimination behaviour often
produces a reaction from the socially excluded group.
11. Compare the correlation between social status and economic status of the past and
contemporary times.
12. Sociologists use the term social stratification to refer to ………….
13. How in your opinion is caste system discriminatory in nature?
14. Why do the scheduled castes prefer to be called dalits and how did it become an
accepted term by them?
15. Give two examples to show how dalits have fought for dignity and justice.
16. What factors have contributed for the backwardness among the tribal community?
17. Name any two projects that have alienated the tribal communities.
18. Who are the other backward classes?
19. How are the OBCs different from the dalits?
20. What is apartheid? Give an example, which illustrates the discrimination shown by the
whites against the African-Americans.
21. Women from privileged background may face sexual harassment in public places. Why?
22. Who founded Satyashodhak Samaj? What were its objectives?
23. What was the name of the social movement started by Jyotiba Phule? What did it
literally mean? What two aspects did he fight for?
24. Give names of any two women organizations that emerged at the national level.
25. What do you mean by the term differently abled?
26. The two common features of the public perception of disability worldwide are………
27. What do you understand by ‘Distance Pollution’?
SA Type
28. Explain the three features of social stratification.
29. Social exclusion is the result of structural features of society. Comment.
30. Prejudices are often governed by stereotypes. Discuss.
31. Explain with examples the concept of public exclusion.
32. Explain two principles of social stratification.
33. Elaborate the problems faced by the adivasis.
34. Other Backward Classes are a much more diverse group than the dalits. Elaborate on the
above statement.
35. Elaborate on the ideas that affected the lives of women in Indian society.
36. Give the points of declaration of the Karachi Session of 1931.
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37. Explain the role of social reformers in uplifting the status of women in India.
38. ‘The struggle for women’s upliftment in the 19th and early 20th centuries was led by the
make reformers.’ Discuss with suitable examples.
39. Write about the public perception of disability all over the world.
40. Highlight the importance of integration of the differently abled into the mainstream
educational system.
LA Type
41. There have been many state initiatives and laws passed to prohibit caste discrimination.
Elaborate.
42. Untouchability is a vicious aspect of the caste system in our country. Discuss its
dimensions. Quote two examples, which show the practice of this social evil.
43. Highlight different dimensions of ‘untouchability’ by giving suitable examples.
44. Describe some of the States initiatives addressing caste and tribe discrimination.
45. What is the relationship between caste and economic inequality today? Elaborate in your
own words.
46. Social inequality differentiates between individuals. Highlight the principles to explain the
concept of social stratification.
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Assignment No.5

VSA Type
1. What is meant by Cultural diversity?
2. How can cultural diversity present tough challenges?
3. What is your opinion on exclusive nationalism and what do you think is the solution?
4. India, irrespective of its diversity, is a strong nation-state. Comment.
5. Define state.
6. What is meant by assimilationist and integrationist policies? What are some of these
policies?
7. What is meant by community identity? What is the significance of this identity and how is
it formed?
8. Two features of ascriptive identity are…….
9. Why is it difficult to define nation? How are nations and state related in modern society?
10. Why is inclusion and democratic vision a dominant trend in Indian nationalism?
11. What is regionalism? What factors is it usually based on?
12. How are the minority groups culturally at a disadvantage?
13. Define the term assimilation.
14. What were presidencies during colonialism? Give 2 examples.
15. What are the reasons for inter-regional economic and infrastructural inequalities?
16. The term minority generally implies a relatively small but also disadvantaged group.
Comment.
17. Illustrate with two examples how a minority group is disadvantaged in one sense but not
in another.
18. Which group is the largest religious minority in our country? What is the percentage of
population of this group according to 2001 census? Give 4 states in which they have a
sizeable number.
19. What were Dr. Ambedkar’s thoughts on protection of minorities?
20. Non-recognition of the rights of different groups of people in a country can have great
implications for national unity. Comment on the above statement keeping in mind
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
21. What is communalism?
22. Communalism is about politics not about religion. Comment.
23. What is meant by secularism? What were the different senses in which secularism has
been understood in India?
24. What is meant by authoritarianism?
25. Differentiate between democracy and authoritarianism?
26. What is civil society? Give any two examples.
27. Why do most states fear cultural diversity?
28. Who are privileged minorities?
SA Type
29. What were the features of community identity? Why is community identity important?
30. Give examples of inclusion and exclusion from Indian history.
31. Assimilationist and Integrationist strategies try to establish singular national identities
through various interventions. Explain any two in detail.
32. What are the key factors that help in consolidating and deepening democracies and
building enduring ‘state-nations’?
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33. What are the important factors for building a multicultural democracy like India?
34. How is a nation different from other communities? Give 2 examples to show that a
single state does not represent one nation and vice versa.
35. India is socially and culturally one of the most diverse countries of the world. Explain.
36. Explain the meaning of communalism in Indian context.
37. Why is secularism difficult to practice in India? Comment on the authoritarian rule in
India when emergency was enforced n 1975-77. What was the reaction of the people?
38. What are some of the issues taken up by civil society organisations today?
39. Could the RTI be a means of forcing the state to respond to the people of India? Elaborate.
40. Mention the contentious issues found in the federal system which led to inter-regional
disputes.
LA Type
41. The Right to Information makes the state machinery accountable to the people. Discuss.
42. Far from undermining Indian unity, linguistic states have helped strengthen it. Explain this
statement in your words.
43. Why is communalism an important issue in India? Discuss.
44. What are some of the various interventions through which assimilation and integration
strategies try to establish singular national identities? Why are assimilationist and
integrationists suspicious of diversity?
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Assignment No.6
VSA Type
1. State few instances, which illustrate that British colonialism lives on in cotemporary
India.
2. How has the knowledge of English given an edge to Indians in the global market?
3. What is meant by colonialism? How is its impact different from all the previous rules?
4. British colonialism directly interfered in the policies of the country to ensure greater
profits and benefits for themselves. How?
5. Why is capitalism so effective?
6. Mention any two structural changes brought about by colonialism.
7. Give the names of 2 cities which grew during the British rule.
8. Mention the names of 2 cities whose importance declined during colonialism.
9. Cities during colonialism were the concrete expressions of global capitalism. Elaborate.
10. What steps were taken by colonial rulers for the smooth functioning of its role?
11. Every policy during colonialism was geared at expansion and strengthening British
capitalism. Elaborate.
12. Coastal cities were important to colonial empire because…..
13. Give a brief account of the impact of colonial forest policy in Northeast India in the
colonial period.
14. How did colonial laws favour the owners and managers of the tea industry?
15. Colonialism was responsible for the movement of people. Elaborate.
16. What is meant by industrialization?
17. What is meant by de-industrialization?
18. How did British industrialization lead to de-industrialization in some sectors in India?
19. Industrialization saw the decline of earlier urban centres and the emergence of new
colonial cities like Calcutta. Comment.
20. What is meant by urbanization?
21. Industrialization and urbanization are linked processes. Discuss.
22. What were the finds of the Census of India Report, 1911?
23. What does the principle of nationalism assume?
SA Type
24. India’s early industrialization and urbanization were governed by colonial interest.
Explain this through the case of the tea industry.
25. Briefly discuss how the urban set up made an impact on the rural set up?
26. Envisage Nehru’s vision of a modern and prosperous India.
27. What were the consequences of industrialisation?
28. What has been the role of colonialism in the emergence of new markets?
29. What was the lifestyle of a British tea planter in Assam?
30. Compare the life of planters with that of labourers in the tea plantations during the
British rule.
31. Write about the decline of old urban centres with the coming of the British rule.
32. ‘Nation-states became the dominant political form during colonialism.’ Explain.
33. ‘The practice of colonialism and principle of nationalism are contradictory.’ Explain.
LA Type
34. Discuss the impact of the urban centres on the villages.
35. How has colonialism impacted our lives in all spheres?
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36. Explain the structural changes seen in the period of colonialism.
37. What is ‘industrialisation’? How did British industrialization lead to ‘deindustrialization’ and urbanisation in India?
38. Colonialism brought in changes that altered the structure of India society.
Explain.
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Assignment - 7

VSA Type
1. What is the meaning of social structure and culture according to sociologists?
2. Two major developments were the complex product of the impact of colonial rule. What
were these developments?
3. The special feature of the 19th century social reform movements was the modern context and
mix of ideas. Elaborate on this statement with the help of examples.
4. How did the modern social organisation reach out to the public?
5. Give two instances of debate in regard to some practices within a country.
6. How did English education change the mindset of the educated Indian middle class?
7. Illustrate with an example, how modernity led to rethinking and reinterpretation of
tradition.
8. Define sanskritisation. Write briefly about M.N.Srinivas’s views on sanskritisation.
9. What is de-industrialisation?
10. What is meant by westernisation?
11. According to M.N.Srinivas, westernisation means……….
12. Write a short note on how our lifestyles were affected by the western way of
thinking.
13. What is meant by modernisation?
14. What is meant by secularisation?
15. Write briefly about rites and secularisation.
16. What does the term modernity assume?
SA Type
17. Sociologists have identified three major aspects of change in colonial India as modes of
communication; forms of organisation; and the nature of ideas. Elaborate on any one of the
three aspects.
18. Explain how the 19th century reformers initiated a period of questioning,
reinterpretation and both intellectual and social growth.
19. The various social reform movements of the 19th century had common themes as well as
some differences. Elaborate.
20. How did the social reform movements change the mindset of people in the 19 th and 20th
centuries?
21. ‘Sanskritisation as a concept has been critiques at different levels.’ Elaborate upon any
two points of criticism.
22. Discuss the different types of westernisation and given an example for each type.
23. Rituals have a secular dimension as distinct from secular goals. Comment.
on this statement.
24. Write about the secularisation of castes. Substantiate it with the help of examples.
25. Westernisation is often just about adoption of western attire and lifestyle. Are there other
aspects to being westernised? Discuss.
26. Highlight the relationship that existed between modernisation and secularisation.
27. Do you think sanskritisation is gendered? Does it affect women and men differently?
How? Do you think that even if this does lead to positional change in men, the reverse
may be true of women?
LA Type
28. Define sanskritisation. Why was it criticised at different levels?
29. How has sanskritisation as a concept been criticised?
30. Write a short essay on how westernisation among the middle class makes
generational differences more complex?
31. ‘Three major kind of changes brought about in colonial India were new forms of
communication, new kinds of organisation and new ideas.’
Explain.
32. State and discuss the different aspects of modern change in colonial India.
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33. Modernisation and secularisation are interlinked. Discuss.
34. Using Arunachal Pradesh as an example, show how traditions are being constantly
redefined.
35. Sociologists have tried to define what constitutes the modernisation process.
Elaborate.
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Assignment - 8
VSA Type
1. What is meant by democracy?
2. What is direct democracy?
3. What is representative democracy?
4. What are the features of representative democracy?
5. Why have participatory democracy and decentralized governance become popular?
6. Participatory democracy is a system in which……
7. What is participatory democracy?
8. What is meant by democratic decentralisation?
9. Write a short note on some basic values of the India Constitution.
10. Discuss any two terms mentioned in the preamble.
11. The difference between law and justice is that……
12. What is the connection between constitution and law?
13. In addition to political justice, the Indian constitution also seeks to ensure two other kinds
of justice; these are…..
14. Why was Dr. Ambedkar not in favour of self government at the grass root level?
15. What was Gandhiji’s concept of local government?
16. Why is the 73rd Constitutional Amendment of 1992 significant in terms of grass root
democracy?
17. Mention the four powers and responsibilities of the Panchayat.
18. Mention any four social welfare responsibilities of the Panchayat.
19. What is the main source of income for the panchayats?
20. How is ‘right to information’ ensured at the grassroot level?
21. What are Nyaya Panchayats?
22. Why have Van Panchayats been set up?
23. The tribal institutions are not necessarily democratic in their structure and functioning.
Comment.
24. Long history of inequalities based on caste, class, and gender make democratisation
difficult. How?
25. What is meant by political parties?
26. Write a short note on features of a political party.
27. How do interest groups operate in political arena?
28. Who are the pressure groups?
29. Give two important interest groups formed by industrialists.
30. Interest groups are part and parcel of a functioning democracy. Comment.
31. Write two examples of competing interests.
32. What are the functions of Constitution of India?

SA Type
33. The Karachi Resolution clearly spelled out the vision of democracy of the nationalist
movement in India. Comment.
34. What do you understand by competing interests? Illustrate with the help of an
example. Being aware of this aspect how did the Constituent Assembly decide?
35. Take the example of demolition of illegal structures. Discuss the role of competing
interests and democracy in this context.
36. Slums should be banned in cities and towns. Discuss with reference to democracy,
citizen rights, and contending interest.
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37. What arguments were given by Dr. Ambedkar and by Mahatma Gandhi for
constituting local self governments?
38. The 73rd and 74th amendments to the constitution are significant in regard to the
empowerment of women. Why?
39. Describe the powers and responsibilities delegated to the Panchayats by the 73 rd
amendment to the constitution.
40. Contrast and compare the traditional panchayats and the new processes ushered in by the 73rd
amendment.
41. 73rd amendment has had a monumental role in bringing a voice to the people in the
villages. Comment.
42. Many tribal areas have had a rich tradition of grassroot democratic functioning.
Illustrate in detail with the help of examples.
43. Discuss what kind of interest groups exist in contemporary India. How do they
function?
LA Type
44. Write an essay on the ways the Indian Constitution touches people’s everyday life,
drawing from different examples.
45. Explain the monumental role that 73rd and 74th amendments have played in bringing a voice
to the people in the villages.
46. Define ‘Panchayati Raj’. What are the powers and responsibilities of
Panchayats in the colonial period?
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Assignment-9
VSA Type
1. In rural societies, agriculture is not just a form of livelihood; it is the way of life.
Comment.
2. What types of diverse occupations have resulted due to increased interconnection of the
rural and urban economies?
3. The term ‘agrarian structure’ refers to…
4. Subsistence agriculture refers to…..
5. The non-agricultural activities and occupations that are a part of rural society include….
6. What are the reasons for exclusion of women in the rural areas from ownership of land?
7. Who are the dominant castes? Give two examples.
8. How was a labour force created in the villages?
9. Briefly discuss the hereditary labour relationships which exist in some rural areas. Give
one example.
10. Compare the condition of the farmers during pre-colonial and colonial period.
11. Write a short note on zamindari and raiyatwari systems which existed in colonial India.
12. Why was the abolition of zamindari system one of the most effective land reform laws
after independence?
13. Why was the tenancy abolition and regulation act passed?
14. Large landowners managed to evade the land ceiling laws through ‘Benami Transfer’
which refers to…
15. What is Green Revolution?
16. Why were the Green Revolution programmes introduced only in few states? Name any
two such states.
17. State two positive aspects of Green Revolution.
18. Identify two negative effects of Green Revolution.
19. Why are scientists and farmers movements suggesting a return to traditional
cultivation?
20. What transformations have taken place in the social relations after independence
especially in the regions that underwent Green Revolution?
21. What is meant by the process of diversification and how did it change the life of the
entrepreneurial groups?
22. Contrast and compare the process of development in Bihar and Kerala.
23. How has Kerala changed due to rapid agricultural development?
24. What is seasonal migration?
25. Why do workers migrate to more prosperous areas? Give two reasons.
26. What did Jan Breman mean by ‘Footloose Labour’?
27. What peculiar pattern of employment has emerged in the rural areas during the peak
harvest seasons in the villages?
28. Briefly discuss the significant effects of rural society.
29. What is contract farming?
30. What measures do you think the government has taken, or should take, to protect the
rights of landless agricultural labourers and migrant workers?
31. The agricultural extension agents have created an ecological crisis in rural areas.
Comment.
32. What do you understand by the term ‘Begar’?
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SA Type
33. There is a close connection between agriculture and culture. Explain in your own words.
Substantiate your answer with the help of examples.
34. How can agrarian society be understood in terms of its class structure? Discuss.
35. There is a complex interconnection between caste and class in a rural society and this
has important implications for the rural economy and society. Explain.
36. What was meant by Land Ceiling Act and why was it introduced? Why was it not
successful in most of the states?
37. Discuss the transformations in rural society and the reasons for the transformation in the
nature of social relations in the Green Revolution belts.
38. What changes took place in the areas where agriculture became more commercialised?
39. What are the different factors that have enabled certain groups to transform themselves
into new wealthy, entrepreneurial, dominant classes?
40. There are direct linkages between the situation of agricultural workers and their lack of
upward socio-economic mobility. Name some of them.
41. Write an essay on ‘circulation of labour’.
42. Discuss the incorporation of agriculture into the larger global market.
43. Explain the phenomenon of farmers’ suicides.
44. Highlight the advantages and disadvantages of contract farming.
LA Type
45. Explain the impact of land reforms in India after independence.
46. Explain the social consequences of Green Revolution.
47. What is meant by the circulation of labour in India? Explain with examples.
48. Contract farming and entry of multinationals into the agricultural sector are indicators of
the process of globalisation of agriculture. Elaborate.
49. The phenomenon of farmers’ suicide can be attributed to the structural, cultural and
social changes occurring in agrarian society. Discuss.
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Assignment-10
VSA Type
1. What are some of the social features associated with industry?
2. Industrialisation on one hand leads to greater equality, but on the other hand
discrimination also exists. Comment.
3. What are the two major differences between developed countries and developing
countries in terms of industrial capitalism?
4. Distinguish between organised and unorganised sectors.
5. What is meant by disinvestment?
6. What is outsourcing?
7. One of the major differences in the western and Indian patterns of industrialisation is…..
8. Why is outsourcing preferred by MNCs?
9. State some of the dangers and risks faced by mine workers.
10. How is a ‘lock out’ different from a ‘strike’?
11. What is meant by alienation?
12. What are the patterns of job recruitment for factory workers?
13. How do you define a trade union?
14. Give the characteristic features of the organized sector.
15. What sectors or spheres are important in a modern economy?
16. What is the meaning of Globalisation?
17. Liberalisation refers to ….
18. Why has the number of permanent jobs in industries gone down?
19. Illustrate with the help of examples the lives of migrants in industries.
20. The changes that have happened in the Indian industry as a result of globalisation
include….
21. How do people secure jobs in urban areas?
22. The term ‘scientific management’ or ‘Taylorism’ refers to methods of…
23. What are the ways by which workers are made to produce more?
24. Illustrate with the help of an example, how the working conditions of endanger lives of
workers.
25. What role does a contractor play in hiring casual labour fir work on construction site,
brickyards, etc.?
26. Two demands of workers that led to the Bombay Textile Strike were…
27. Give examples of how machinery creates problems for workers.
28. What alternative forms of employment and industry did Gandhi suggest instead of
mechanisation or the use of machines?
29. What is industrial engineering?
30. What are the basic tasks of a manager? How can s/he make the workers produce
more?
SA Type
31. In India, what are the social implications of the small size of organised sector?
32. Discuss industrialisation in the early years of Indian independence.
33. Home-based work is an important part of the economy. Elaborate with the help of an
example.
34. List the consequences of industrialisation.
35. What are the major forms of job recruitment in India?
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36. Explain Taylorism in detail.
37. Discuss the changes that are occurring in the lives of people working in the service
sector and their surroundings due to the adoption of Taylorist labour processes.
38. Compare the experience of industrialisation in developed and developing countries.
39. “The work in the services sector is subject to Taylorist processes.” Comment.
40. “From a nation of interfering joint families, the nature of work in a globalised
economy is taking people in the direction of loneliness and vulnerability.” Justify.
LA Type
41. In industries like brick-making, bidi-rolling, software engineering or mines, describe the
social composition of the workers, the working conditions and facilities available?
42. How do workers feel about their work? Answer in context of how work is carried out
and the working conditions that workers are subjected to.
43. How has liberalization affected employment patterns in India?
44. Discuss the Bombay Textile strike.
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Assignment-11

VSA TYPE
1.
2.
3.
4.

How do you define Gobalisation?
Briefly discuss the impact of globalisation on culture.
Write a short note on electronic economy.
What are the uses of culture in the context of globalisation?

5. What is meant by new international; division of labour. Substantiate with the help of an
example.
6. Briefly discuss any two political developments which accompany globalisation.
7. ‘Knowledge Economy’ is one in which ……
8. With the help of an example, briefly discuss how globalisation has made inroads into the
cultural forms like indigenous crafts.
9. Define Liberalisation.
10. What are Transnational Corporations?
11. What is meant by glocalisation? Give two examples.
12. ‘Globalisation’ affects us all but it affects us differently because…..
13. The ‘new international division of labour’ refers to…..
14. Write a short note on the World Trade Organisation.
15. What is meant by weightless economy?
16. What is meant by knowledge economy?
17. Give the names of the four cities which are key centres for financial trading.
18. How has the advance in world’s telecommunications led to revolutionary changes in the
global communications?
19. Mention any two reasons for the tremendous growth in the usage of cell phones.
20. Write a short note on International Non-Governmental Organisations.
21. How are INGOs different from intergovernmental organisations?
22. Mention any two well known INGOs.
23. Give any two examples of international/regional associations which have a role to play
in political collaborations.
24. What is meant by corporate culture?
25. Write briefly about the professionals who are the main clientele of the booming
consumer industry.
26. In India, the distribution of labour force across agriculture, industry and service is
different from that in developed country because…
27. Is the concept of globalisation new to the world and India? Explain your answer.
28. In what ways does corporate culture increase productivity and competitiveness?
29. State the features of Transnational Companies.
SA TYPE
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Discuss globalisation from the sociological point of view.
The effect of globalisation is far reaching. Comment.
Discuss the divided views about the impact of globalisation regarding its effects.
Explain the economic policy of liberalisation.
Explain the role of Trans National Corporation as an important factor of
globalisation.
35. With globalisation there emerged a ‘new international division of labour’.
Discuss with suitable examples.
36. Discuss the impact of globalisation on employment in the urban areas.
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37. Discuss the various political changes which have hastened globalisation.
38. How is culture of consumption playing a crucial role in the process of globalisation?
Substantiate your answer with the help of examples.
39. How is globalisation a threat to indigenous craft and knowledge systems?
40. How can globalisation be used to explain the workings of the financial markets?
41. How can sociological imagination be used to understand globalisation?
LA TYPE
42. Globalisation affects different sections of people differently. Discuss.
43. Are global interconnections new to the World and to India? Explain this by giving
suitable examples.
44. Explain the different dimensions of globalisation.
45. Discuss the economic dimension of globalisation.
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Assignment-12
VSA TYPE
1. What is meant by mass communications?
2. The different forms of mass media include…
3. Give two examples to show that mass media is part of our everyday life.
4. Mass media is an essential part of our personal and public life today. Comment.
5. The relationship between mass media and society is dialectical. Comment.
6. How did the print media help in the growth of nationalism?
7. Write a short note on the importance of press in India in the 19th and 20th century.
8. Mention any two important newspapers published during the freedom struggle.
9. Why did the need for printing press increase after the industrial revolution?
10. Mention any two important newspapers which were popular during the colonial period.
11. Write a short note on the control of the press by the British.
12. What difference did the AIR broadcasts make to the farmers in the 1960s?
13. What are the two reasons for the growth of print media?
14. How is mass media different from other means of communication?
15. Media acts as a watchdog of democracy because……
16. What are the two main changes observed in the print media after globalisation?
17. Give any two examples of popular vernacular newspapers/popular dominant Indian
language dailies.
18. Discuss why the rise in electronic media did not lead to a decline in the circulation of
print media.
19. When a program becomes commercialized a shift in target audience is evident. How?
20. Give any two examples of regional-language broadcasting channels.
21. Why is adoption of localisation being done by some private satellite channels in India?
22. Many movies and programmes are dubbed in different languages. What do you feel
about it? Give your opinion for or against it.
23. What is meant by a soap opera? Give any two examples.
24. Highlight the potential of FM channels in a post liberalized India.
25. Define the term ‘Infotainment’.
SA TYPE
26. What are the different aspects of the phenomenal expansion or growth of mass
communications which are of interest to sociologists?
27. Discuss the proposed role of mass media after independence.
28. The beginning of the printing press led to the growth of the idea of a ‘nation’ as an
‘imagined community’. Discuss as suggested by Benedict Anderson.
29. Explain the role of radio before independence.
30. Briefly trace the growth of television from 1959 to the present.
31. What are the changes which are occurring in regard to the programmes in television?
32. In what ways did viewers express their interest in T.V. programmes like Hum Log?
How do you think they express their interest today?
33. Discuss the ways in which a mass medium like television can act as a powerful agent in
influencing public opinion in both positive and negative ways.
34. Discuss mass media before and after the advent of globalisation.
35. What effect did globalisation have on music?
36. What is the role played by the print media in today’s world?
37. Radio is being used as an active media of communication. Comment.
38. Mass communication has accelerated the process of change regarding culture.
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39. Interpret the given statement – “Newspapers have become a consumer product and as long as
numbers are big everything is up for sale.”
40. “From the late 1980s and 1990s newspapers have become fully automatic.” Write two
technological changes that produced this result.
LA TYPE
41. Write an essay on the infrastructure of All India Radio after independence and the
difference AIR made to the people of India.
42. Discuss the reasons for the amazing growth of Indi language newspapers.
43. Write an essay on the tremendous growth of television in the 1990s.
44. Give reasons for the popularity of television in today’s world.
45. The advent of privately owned FM radio stations in 2002 provided a boost to
entertainment programmes over radio. Comment.
46. Trace the changes see in the field of print media and radio during globalisation…..
47. Do you think that with the growth of television and internet in India, the print media has
been sidelined? Give your comments.
48. Discuss positive and negative functions of mass media.
49. Comment on the changes that have taken place in the medium of Television.
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Assignment-13
VSATYPE
1. What is meant by social movements? Give two examples of social movements (one from
India and one outside India) which changed the world in fundamental ways.
2. Mention four features of a social movement.
3. Write a short note on counter movements. Give one example.
4. What are some of the distinct modes of protest used by social movements?
5. Distinguish between social movements and social change.
6. What is the importance of social movements for sociologists?
7. What is the theory of relative deprivation?
8. According to Mancur Olson social movements are made up of individuals pursuing
their self interest. Elaborate.
9. Write a short note on resource mobilisation theory.
10. Write a short note on redemptive social movement.
11. The New Social Movements are different from the Old Social Movements because……
12. What is Chipko Movement? Discuss.
13. Give two examples of peasant movements in the pre-colonial period.
14. Briefly discuss the two examples of agrarian struggle which got partially linked to the
Independence movement.
15. Mention any two of the well-known peasant movements in India.
16. Which are the two peasant organisations which arose before independence?
17. Write a brief note on the various trade organisations which arose during the colonial
period.
18. Give two examples workers’ movements.
19. State any four basic differences between dalit and other movements.
20. Dalit Movements show a particular character. What is meant by this statement?
21. Two examples of a Dalit social movement are…
22. Write briefly about Dalit literature.
23. Give two examples of caste-based social movements.
24. What are the two reasons which make the upper caste feel that they are now being given a
short rift?
25. Why did the Jharkhand movement begin?
26. Give reasons for the tribal social movement in the north-east.
27. Mention any two women organisations that existed before independence.
28. Give names of two agrarian movements during the colonial rule in which women
participated.
29. How has the formation of AITUC made the colonial government more cautious in
dealing with labour.
SA TYPE
30. Explain with the help of examples counter movements.
31. Why did Mc Carthy and Zald’s resource mobilisation theory reject Olson’s assumptions that
social movements are made up of individuals pursuing their self interests?
32. Discuss the theory of relative deprivation and its requirements and limitations.
33. Write a short note on any two distinguishing features of a social movement.
34. How are ‘Reformist’ social movements different from ‘revolutionary’ social movements?
35. Write a short note on the social movements during the 1960s and 1970s.
36. Explain the difference between old and new social movements in the Indian context.
37. Explain ‘ecological movements’ with special reference to ‘Chipko Movement’.
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38. Write a short note on caste-based social movements in India.
39. Discuss the AITUC from its inception in 1920 to the split which occurred in the
organisation in 1947.
40. Write a short essay on worker’s movements in India after independence.
41. Explain Tribal Movements with special reference to Jharkhand.
42. “New farmer’s movements can be seen as a part of the world wide new social
movement.” Explain.
43. Can we apply the distinction between old and new social movements in the
Indian context?
44. Comment on the use of Dalit Literature in its struggle against caste hierarchy.
45. How is the Dalit movement an example of a New Age Social Movement?
LA TYPE
46. Describe the social movements which emerged during the 20th century across the world.
47. Distinguish between new social movements from the old social movements.
48. Concerns about economy, ecology, and political representation underlie the Chipko
movement. Elaborate.
49. Discuss in detail the formation of Jharkhand.
50. Write a short essay on women movements in India after independence.
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Sociology (Code039)
Class XII
Sample Question Paper 2016

Time: 3 Hours
General Instructions
48. There are 25 questions in all.
49. All questions are compulsory.
50. Questions No. 1-14 are very short answer type questions carrying 2 marks each. Answer
to each question should not exceed 30 words.
51. Questions No. 15-21 are short answer type questions carrying 4 marks each. Answer to
each question should not exceed 80 words.
52. Questions No. 22-25 are of long answer type questions carrying 6 marks each. Answer to
each question should not exceed 200 words each. Questions no 25 is to be answered with
the help of the passage given.

Q1. Emergence of demography can be attributed to two different processes that happened to take

2

place roughly at the same time in Europe during the latter half of the eighteenth century. Name these
two processes.
Q2. State any two policies made by the Indian state in favour of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 2
Tribes.
Q3. Explain the sociological sense of minority.
2
Q4. Name any two features of social movements.
2
Q5. The principal of nationalism assumes that…..
2
Q6. Name any two features of community identity.
2
Q7. “There is a vital difference between the empire building of pre-capitalist times and that of
capitalist times”. Which was applicable in case of India and why? Give one reason.
2
Q8. Name and define the three types of social movements.
2
Evaluate the social implications of the small size of the organised sector compared to the
Q9. presence
of a large organised sector.
2
Q10. Exemplify the difference between Social Change and Social Movement.
2
Q11. Analyse the relation between rituals and secular goals.
2
Q12. “Constitution has the capacity to help people because it is based on basic norms of social
2
justice.” Explain how using an example.
Q13. How did colonial laws favour the owners and managers of the tea industry?
2
Q14. Point out one way in which caste has weakened in one sphere and remained strong in another. 2
Q15. There are wide regional variations in the age structure in India. Elaborate on the reasons for the
said phenomena.
4
Q16.Using the isolation-integration debate, give your opinion on whether tribes should be treated as
fundamentally different from the caste peasant society or as a part of it.

4

Q17. “The very term ‘disabled’ is significant because it draws attention to the fact that public
perception of the ‘disabled’ needs to be questioned”. State the common features central to the public
perception of ‘disability’ all over the world.
4
Q18. “After independence, the government took over the commanding heights of the economy”. State
the reasons for this decision.
4
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OR

Describe the working and division of labour in the brickyards of South Gujarat.
Q19. “What marked these 19th century social reform attempts was the modern context and mix of
ideas.” Interpret the given statement.
4
OR
Discuss the various aspects of the phenomena of westernisation.
Q20.Would it be appropriate to say that democratic values and institutions are purely western?
Comment in the context of the values of Indian democracy.
4
Q21. “Encouraging or at least allowing cultural diversity is good policy from both the practical and
the principled point of view.” Justify the statement using India’s case as a ‘state-nation’.
4
Q22. Do you think that with the growth of TV and internet in India, the print media has been
6
sidelined? Give your comments.
OR
The beginning of the printing press led to the growth of the idea of a ‘Nation’ as an ‘imagined
community’. Comment as suggested by Benedict Anderson.
6
Q23. Elaborate on the major land reforms introduced after independence.
6
Q24. Explain the stages of Indian economic history.
6
Q25. The condition of our dombari community is very bad. Television and radio have snatched away
our means of livelihood. We perform acrobatics but because of the circus and the television, which
have reached even in remote corners and villages, nobody is interested in our performances. We do
not get even a pittance, however hard we perform. People watch our shows but just for entertainment,
they never pay us anything. They never bother about the fact that we are hungry. Our profession is
dying. (More 1970)
6
a) Define Globalisation.
b) What is your opinion on the impact of globalization on tradition art forms? Does it always have a
negative impact on indigenous art forms?
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-formation of nation-states as the principle form of political
organisation. -beginning of modern science of statistics.

2. –Reservations i.e. the setting aside of some places or seats for members of the
Scheduled Castes or Tribes in different spheres of public life such as education, jobs in
government service.
-Caste Disabilites Removal Act of 1850 which disallowed the curtailment of rights of citizens
due solely to change of religion or caste.
-Constitution Amendment (Ninety Third Amendment) Act of 2005 for introducing
reservation for the Other Backward Classes in institutions of higher education.
(Any two)
3. The sociological sense of minority implies that the members of the minority form a
collectivity i.e. they have a sense of group solidarity, a feeling of togetherness and
belonging. This is linked to disadvantage because the experience of being subjected to
prejudice and discrimination usually heightens feelings of intra-group loyalty and interests.
4. -A social movement requires sustained collective action over time. Such action is directed
against the state and takes the form of demanding changes in state policy or practice.
Spontaneous, disorganised protest cannot be called a social movement.
-Collective action must be marked by some degree of organisation.
-This organisation may include a leadership.
-This organised protest also needs a structure that defines how members relate to each other,
make decisions and carry them out.
-Those participating in a social movement also have shared ideologies and objectives. A social movement has a general orientation or way of approaching to bring about (or to
prevent) change.
(Any two)
5. The principle of nationalism assumes that any set of people have a right to be free and
exercise sovereign power.
6. -Community identity is based on birth and belonging rather than on some form of acquired
qualifications or accomplishment.
-These kind of identities are called ascriptive i.e. they are determined by birth and individuals
choice is not involved.
-People feel a deep sense of security and satisfaction in belonging to communities. Ascriptive identities such as community identities are difficult to shake off; even if we
choose to disown them, others may continue to identify us by those very markers of
belonging.
7. Capitalist Empire Building was applicable in the case of India.
British colonialism which was based on capitalism directly interfered to ensure greatest profit
and benefit to British capitalism. Every policy was geared towards the strengthening
and expansion of British capitalism. It changed the law of the land.
It changed not just land ownership laws but decided even what crops would be grown and
what ought not to be. It altered the way production and distribution of goods took place. It

CLASS XII/SOCIOLOGY

39

Smart Skills

Sanskriti School

meddled with the manufacturing sector. It entered forests and cleared trees and started
plantations. It brought the forests acts that changed the lives of pastoralists. (Any one reason)
8. Redemptive-this type of social movement aims to bring about a change in the personal
consciousness and actions of its individual members. For instance, people in the Ezhava
community in Kerala were led by Narayan Guru to change their social practices.
Reformist-this type of social movement strives to change the existing social and political
arrangements through gradual, incremental steps. The 1960s movement for the
reorganisation of Indian states on the basis language and the recent Right to Information
campaign are examples of reformist movements.
Revolutionary-this type of social movement attempts to radically transform social
relations, often by capturing state power. The Bolshevik revolution in Russia that deposed
the Tsar to create a communist state and the Naxalite movement in India that seeks to
remove oppressive landlords and state officials can be described as revolutionary
movements.
9. -It means that very few people have the experience of employment in large firms where they
get to meet people from other regions and backgrounds. Urban settings do provide a
corrective to this i.e. neighbours in the city could be from different regions; but by and large,
work for most Indians is still in small scale workplaces. -In small workplaces, personal
relationships help determine many aspects of work. If the employer likes you, you may get a
salary hike and if you have a fight with him/her, you may lose your job. This is different
from large scale organisations where there are well-defined rules, where recruitment is more
transparent and there are mechanisms for complaints and redressal if you disagree with your
immediate superior.
-Very few Indians have access to secure jobs with benefits. Of those who do, two thirds
work for the government. This is why government jobs are so popular. The rest are forced
to depend on their children in their old age.
-Very few people in India are members of trade unions, a feature of the organised sector.
Thus, they don’t have the experience of collectively fighting for proper wages and safe
working conditions. The government has laws to monitor the working conditions of
unorganised sector, but in practice they are left to the whims and fancies of the employer or
contractor. (Any two)
10. Social change is continuous and ongoing. The broad historical processes of social change
are the sum total of countless individual and collective actions gathered across time and
space. Social movement are directed towards some specific goals. It involves long and
continuous social effort and action by people.
Example of social change- Sanskritisation and Westernisation and; example of social
movement- 19th century social reformers’ efforts to change society.
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11. Secularisation has usually meant a process of decline in the influence of religion. With the
advent of modernisation attitude have changed to religion and to the celebration of
festivals. As a result of the mushrooming of urban areas and lifestyles, celebration of
festivals and following rituals has become a necessary part of one’s identity. Thus, the
emphasis on rituals is to attain the secular goal of asserting one’s cultural identity. Rituals
also provide men and women with occasions for socialising with their peers and for
showing family wealth. Thus, apart from one’s identity, the status, political and economic
dimensions of rituals has become increasingly important.
12. Constitution has the capacity to help people because it is based on basic norms of social
justice. It has the potential for the meaning of social justice to be extended. Social
movements have also aided the Courts and authorities to interpret the contents of rights and
principles in keeping with the contemporary understanding social justice. For instance, the
Directive
Principle on village panchayats was moved as an amendment in the Constituent
Assembly. After forty years it became a Constitutional imperative after 73rd Amendment
in 1992.

13. –The labour system in Assam was essentially that of indenture by which the labourers went
to Assam under contract for a number of years. The government helped the planters by
providing for penal sanction in case of non-fulfilment of the contract by the labourers.
-To bring thousands of people every year from their far-off homes into strange lands,
possessing an unhealthy climate and infected with strange fevers, required the provision
of financial and other incentives, which the tea-planters of Assam were unwilling to
offer. Instead, they had recourse to fraud and coercion.
14. Development activity of the state and growth of private industry affected caste indirectly
through the speeding up of and intensification of economic change. Modern industry
created various kinds of jobs for which there were no caste rules. Modern individuals
attracted to the liberal ideas of individualism and meritocracy began to abandon the
extreme caste practices. In the cultural and domestic sphere, caste remained strong.
Endogamy remained unaffected by the modernisation. Similarly, rules regarding foodsharing haven’t been relaxed totally. In the political arena, caste remains central. In
elections, caste solidarities are decisive.
15. There are wide-regional variations in the age-structure in India for the following reasons

Literacy is not equally distributed in all the states of our country. Thus, there are
some states that are more aware and educated compared to others. Hence, in such
states, the fertility levels are low. They, thus, experience a favourable agestructure.



Certain states have a strong belief in social preference for a male child. These
people thus raise the fertility levels in the desire for a male child.



Since development level in all states is not equal, if the death rate is high for lack
of infrastructure, the birth rates tend to be high to compensate for the high death
rates. This also creates for an unfavourable age structure.



Thus, we have states like Kerala which exhibits age-structure similar to a developed
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nation compared with Uttar Pradesh which has very high proportions of younger
age groups.

16. Isolation:
Hindu and Christain missionaries, all of whom were intent on reducing tribals to detribalised
landless labour.
IntegrationThis side argued that tribes were essentially backward Hindus and their problems had to be
addressed within the same framework as other backward classes.
This led to debates and deliberations which resulted in various welfare schemes for the
tribes such as tribal welfare blocks, five year plans, tribal sub-plans, tribal welfare blocks,
special multipurpose area schemes.
Thus, tribes needed to be looked at in the same framework as the Hindus. This is because
there have been various instances where tribes, since times immemorial, have been in contact
with the mainstream.
-Gond kingdoms in central India such as that of Garha Mandia or Chanda.
-Many of the Rajput kingdoms of central and western India emerged through a process
of stratification among adivasi communities themselves.
-Adivasis often exercised dominance over the plains people through their capacity to raid
them and through their services as local militias.
-They also occupied a special trade niche, trading forest produce, salts and elephants.
-The capitalist economy’s drive to exploit forest resources and minerals and to recruit cheap
labour has brought tribal societies in contact with mainstream society a long time ago.
But integration in this manner neglects the desires and wishes of the tribes and puts the
agenda of development ahead of their needs.
Thus, this kind of integration happens at the cost of the interest of the tribes.
17. Common features of the public perceptions of disability areDisability is understood as a biological given.
Whenever a disabled person is confronted with problems, it is taken for granted that
the problems originate from his/her impairment.
The disabled person is seen as a victim.
Disability is supposed to be linked with the disabled individual’s self perception.
The very idea of disability suggests that they are in need of help.
18. After independence, the government took over the commanding heights of the economy’.
This involved defence, transport, and communication, power, mining, and other projects
which only government had the power to do, and which was also necessary for private
industry to flourish.
-In India’s mixed economy policy, some sectors were reserved for government, while
others were open to private sector. But within that, the government tried to ensure, through
its licensing policy, that industries were spread over different regions. This was because
before independence, industries were located mainly in the port cities like Madras, Bombay,
and Calcutta. But since then, due to government efforts, we see that places like Baroda,
Coimbatore, Bangalore, Pune, Faridabad and Rajkot have become industrial centres.
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-Government also tried to encourage small scale sectors through special incentives and
assistance. Many items like paper and wood products, stationery, glass and ceramics
were reserved for the small scale sector.
-The Government did not open up the Indian economy to the world because immediately
after independence, the economy was in a very vulnerable position and needed to get back on
its feet before it could compete in the world market.
OR
The brickyards are owned by upper castes like Parsis or Desais.
Members of the potter caste are also acquiring brickyards as an extension of their
traditional mud work.
The workers are usually local or migrant Dalits. They are employed by contractors and work
in gangs of nine to eleven members.
While the men knead the mud and mould the brick, the little children carry each brick to
the place where they are dried.
A gang of women and girls then carry the bricks to the kiln where they are fired by men,
and from there again to the trucks where the bricks are loaded.
From the age of six, children are woken during the night to carry the fresh bricks made
their father. When they turn nine, they are promoted to carry two bricks.
Thus division of labour is based on age and sex.
19. The mix of ideas –


Ram Mohun Roy attacked the practice of sati on the basis of both appeals to
humanitarian and natural rights doctrines as well as Hindu shastras.



Ranade’s writings entitled The Texts of the Hindu Law on the Lawfulness of the
Remarriage of Widows and Vedic Authorities for Widow Marriage elaborated the
shastric sanction for remarriage of widows.



The content of new education was modernising and liberal. The literary content of
the courses in the humanities and social sciences was drawn from the literature of the
European Renaissance, Reformation and Enlightenment. Its themes were humanistic,
secular and liberal.
Sir Sayed Ahmed Khan’s interpretation of Islam emphasised the validity of free
enquiry (ijtihad) and the alleged similarities between Koranic revelations and the
laws of nature discovered by modern science.





Kandukiri Viresalingam’s The Sources of Knowledge reflected his familiarity
with navya-nyaya logic. At the same time he translated Julius Huxley.
OR

M.N.Srinivas defines westernization as ‘the changes brought about in Indian society and
culture as a result of over 150 years of British rule, the term subsuming changes occurring
at different levels…technology, institutions, ideology and values.’
There were different kinds of westernization-One kind refers to the emergence of a westernized sub-cultural pattern through a minority
section of Indians who first came in contact with the western culture. This included the subculture of Indian intellectuals who not only adopted many cognitive patterns or ways of
thinking but also styles of life and supported its expansion.
-There has been a general spread of western cultural traits such as the use of new
technology, dress, food and changes in general.
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Westernization does involve the imitation of external forms of culture. It does not
necessarily mean that people adopt modern values of democracy and equality.
Apart from western ways of life and thinking, the west influenced Indian art and literature.
20. Democratic traditions, values and institutions are not purely western. Our ancient epics, our
diverse folk tales from one corner of the country to another are full of dialogues, discussions
and contrasting positions.
The dialogue in Mahabhrata between Bhrigu and Bharadvaja relating to caste division talks
about how all humans get affected by emotions of the likes of sorrow, fear, anger and still
divide ourselves on the basis of caste.
Thus, social change in modern India is not just about Indian or Western ideas. It is a
combination as well as reinterpretation of western and Indian ideas. We have seen the use of
both modern ideas of equality and traditional ideas of justice. In colonial India the
undemocratic and discriminatory administrative practice of British colonialism contrasted
sharply with the vision of freedom which western theories espoused and which the western
educated Indians read about. Thus, the scale of poverty and intensity of social discrimination
led to deeper questioning of what is democracy.
21. -An alternative to the nation-state, then, is the “state nation”, where various “nations”—
be they ethnic, religious, linguistic or indigenous identities— can coexist peacefully and
cooperatively in a single state polity.
-Case studies and analyses demonstrate that enduring democracies can be established in
polities that are multicultural. Explicit efforts are required to end the cultural exclusion of
diverse groups and to build multiple and complementary identities. Such responsive
policies provide incentives to build a feeling of unity in diversity — a “we” feeling.
-Citizens can find the institutional and political space to identify with both their country
and their other cultural identities, to build their trust in common institutions and to
participate in and support democratic politics.
-All of these are key factors in consolidating and deepening democracies and building
enduring “state-nations”. India’s constitution incorporates this notion. Although India is
culturally diverse, comparative surveys of long-standing democracies including India
show that it has been very cohesive, despite its diversity.
-Also important are efforts to build the loyalties of all groups in society through
identification, trust and support. National cohesion does not require the imposition of a single
identity and the denunciation of diversity.
-Successful strategies to build “state-nations” can and do accommodate diversity
constructively by crafting responsive policies of cultural recognition. They are effective
solutions for ensuring the longer terms objectives of political stability and social
harmony.
22. It is often believed that with the growth of the Television and the internet the print
media would be sidelined. However, in India we have seen the circulation of
newspapers grow.
New technologies have helped boot the production and circulation of newspapers. A
large number of glossy magazines have also made their entry into the market.
The reasons for the growth in Indian newspapers are many.
There is a rise in the number of literate people who are migrating to cities. The Hindi daily
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Hindustan in 2003 printed 64,000 copies of their Delhi’s edition, which jumped drastically in
2005, to 425,000. The reason was that of Delhi’s population of one crore and forty seven lakh,
52% had come from the Hindi belt of the two states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Of this, 47%
have come from a rural background and 60% of them are less than 40 years of age.
2. The needs of the readers in the small towns and villages are different from that of
the cities and the Indian languages newspapers cater to those needs. Dominant
Indian language newspapers such as Malayala Manorama and the Eenadu launched
the concept of local news in a significant manner by introducing district and
whenever necessary, block editions. Dina Thanthi, another leading Tamil
newspaper, has always used simplified and colloquial language.
3. The Indian language newspapers have adopted advanced printing technologies and
also attempted supplements, pull outs, and literary and niche booklets.
4. Marketing strategies have also marked the Dainik Bhaskar group’s growth as they
carry out consumer contact programmes, doo-to-door surveys, and research. Thus,
modern mass media has to have a formal structural organisation. (BOX 7.10 IS
IMPORTANT)
While English newspapers, often called National Dailies’, circulate across regions,
vernacular newspapers have vastly increased their circulation in the states and the rural
hinterland. In order to compete with the electronic media, newspapers, especially English
language newspapers have on the one hand reduced prices and on the other hand brought out
editions from multiple centres.
OR
The first modern mass media institution began with the development of the printing press.
The fist attempts at printing books using modern technologies began in Europe. This
technique was first developed by Johann Gutenberg in 1440. Initial attempts at printing
were restricted to religious books.
With the industrial revolution, the print industry also grew.
The first products of the press were restricted to an audience of literate elites. It was only in
the mid-19th century, with further development in technologies, transportation and literacy
that newspapers began to reach out to a mass audience.
People living in different corners of the country found themselves reading or hearing the same
news. It has been suggested that this was in many ways responsible for people across a
country to feel connected and develop a sense of belonging or ‘we feeling’. The well-known
scholar Benedict Anderson has thus argued that this helped the growth of nationalism, the
feeling that people who did not even know of each other’s existence feel like members of a
family. It gave people who would never meet each other a sense of togetherness. Anderson
thus suggested that we could think of the nation as an ‘imagined community’.
In the 19th century, social reformers debated and wrote in newspapers and journals. The
growth of Indian nationalism was closely linked to its struggle against colonialism. It
emerged in the wake of the institutional changes brought about by British rule in India. Anticolonial public opinion was nurtured and channelized by the nationalist press, which was
vocal in its opposition to the oppressive measures of the colonial state. This led the colonial
government to clamp down on the nationalist press and impose censorship, for instance
during the Ilbert Bill agitation in 1883. Association with the national movement led some of
the nationalist newspapers like Kesari (Marathi), Mathrubhumi (Malayalam), Amrita Bazar
Patrika (English) to suffer the displeasure of the colonial state. But that did not prevent them
from advocating the nationalist cause and demand an end to colonial rule.

CLASS XII/SOCIOLOGY

45

Smart Skills

Sanskriti School

23. Independent India
After independence, Nehru embarked on a policy of planned development that
focussed on agrarian reforms as well as industrialisation.
The agriculture scenario was very grim with low productivity, dependence on
imported food grains and intense poverty of a large section of the rural people. They
felt a major reform in the agrarian structure and especially in the landholding system
and the distribution of land was necessary.
Land Reforms
Abolition of zamindari system which removed the layer of intermediaries who stood
between the cultivators and the state. Of all the land reforms passed, this was the most
effective for in most areas it succeeded in taking away the superior rights of the zamindars
over the land and weakening their economic and political power. This did not happen
without struggle. Although, it did not totally remove landlordism or tenancy or
sharecropping system but did away with the top layer of landlords in the multi-layered
structure.
Tenancy abolition and regulation acts. They attempted either to outlaw tenancy
altogether or to regulate rents to give some security to the tenants. In most of the
states these laws were not implemented effectively. In West Bengal and Kerala,
radical restructuring of agrarian structure gave land rights to tenants.
Land Ceiling Acts. These laws imposed an upper limit on the amount of land that can be
owned by a particular family. The ceiling varies from region to region, depending on the
kind of land, its productivity, and other such factors. Very productive land has a low
ceiling while unproductive land has high ceiling limit. According to these acts, the state is
supposed to identify and take possession of surplus land (above the ceiling limit) held by
each household, and redistributes it to landless families and households in other specified
categories such as SCs and STs.
But, in most states these acts proved to be toothless. There were many loopholes and
other strategies through which most landowners were able to escape from having their
surplus land taken over by the state. While some very large estates broke up, in most
cases landowners managed to divide the land among relatives and others, including
servants, in so-called ‘benami transfers’ – which allowed them to keep control over the
land. In some families, some rich farmers actually divorced their wives (but continued to
live with them) in order to avoid the provisions of land ceiling act, which allows a
separate share for unmarried women but not wives.
24. Following are the stages of Indian economic historya) Pre-colonial phase-India’s economy was extensively monetised in the late precolonial period. While various kinds of non-market exchange systems such as the
jajmani system did exist in many villages and regions, even during the pre-colonial
period villages were incorporated into wider networks of exchange through which
agricultural products and other goods circulated. There existed extensive and
sophisticated trading networks. India was a major manufacturer and exporter of
handloom cloth as well as the source of many other goods such as spices that were
in great demand in the
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global market, especially in Europe. These traditional trading communities such as
the Nakarattars also had their own banking and credit system called the Hundi.

b) Colonial phase- under colonialism, there began penetration of commercial money
into local agrarian economies and the incorporation into wider trading networks that
brought about radical social and economic changes in rural and urban areas. Land
revenue was to be paid in cash; India’s handloom industry declined; India became a
supplier of raw material and a market for cheap manufactured goods. New groups
entered into trade and business, sometimes in alliance with existing merchant
communities and in some cases by forcing them out. The market expansion provided
new opportunities to some merchant communities, which were able to improve their
position by re-orienting themselves to changing economic circumstances. New
communities emerged to take advantage of the economic opportunities provided by
colonialism and continued to hold economic power after independence.
c) Post-independence phase-Marwaris were one such community that took advantage of
the opportunities and became a successful business community. They accumulated
wealth and with their extensive social networks that created relations of trust, they
were able to establish themselves as moneylenders and bankers.
25. a) Globalisation, a period in which the world is becoming increasingly connected-not only
economically but culturally and politically. The term globalisation includes many trends
such as increase in international movement of commodities, money, information and people,
as well as the development of technology and other infrastructure to allow this movement. A
central feature of globalisation is the increasing extension and integration of markets around
the world. This implies that changes in the market in one part of the world will lead to
changes somewhere else far away. Example-India’s booming software industry may face if
the US economy does badly.
b) The
child
can
give
his/her
personal
opinion.
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PRACTICE PAPER 1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

What is meant by infant mortality rate?
What is social about social inequality?
Mention two factors that encourage regionalism.
What kind of factors is community identity based on?
What is meant by sanskritisation?
What is a political party?
Mention any two policies or laws for land reform introduced after independence.
List any two characteristic features of the organized sector.
What is meant by an ‘electronic economy’?
What are transnational corporations?
Write the meaning of globalization in your own words.
Mention any two features of social movements.
Give two examples of peasant movements in India.

14. How are ‘reformist’ social movements different from ‘revolutionary’ social
movements?
15. Highlight the main features of the age structure of the Indian population.
16. How have the living conditions of tribal communities changed after independence?
17. What is meant by ‘communalism’ in the Indian context?
18. Describe the main features of social reform movements before independence.
19. Municipal authorities in cities have to undertake controversial campaigns for the
demolition of illegal structures and encroachments. Discuss the role of competing
interests in this context.
20. Why are land reforms necessary? Explain their impact on Indian agriculture after
independence.
OR
Migration and lack of job security create poor working and living
conditions for migrant labourers. Explain with reference to the
circulation of labour in India.
21. Describe the consequences of industrialization.
OR
What are the major forms of job recruitment in India?
22. Summarize the major changes in the institution of caste from colonial times to the
present day.
OR
Explain the main factors influencing the formation of tribal identity in recent times.
23. What are the main arguments made for and against liberalization and marketisation?
What position would you take in this debate and why?
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24. How is colonialism different from earlier forms of conquest or domination, and in
what ways did it affect Indian society?
25. Read the following passage, which reproduces a news item from the Times of India
(20th July, 2009,p.7) and answer the questions below:
Three Die Attempting Aamir Stunt
Three teenaged friends in Punjab attempted Aamir Khan’s Ghulam stunt of outracing an
incoming train to reach a spot in their real life. But they failed and lost their lives too.
Police said the boys had struck a bet to run on the track towards the train. However, they
were run over by the train before they could jump off the tracks in Ludhiana. Kala and
Lalu died on the spot while Anees succumbed to his injuries in a hospital. He told police
that they had struck a bet to see who could run for the longest duration in front of a
running train, said a railway official.
a) The mass media often promotes a strong sense of identification with stars and the
characters they play on screen. While this can sometimes result in tragedy (as in the above
case), can you think of examples where it can have positive effects on viewers?
b) Many Indian films and TV serials are very popular even though they usually depict
situations that are far from real life. On the other hand, ‘reality shows’ and competitions
featuring ordinary people (rather than stars) are also becoming very popular. In your
opinion, what explains the popularity of these very different mass media products?
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PRACTICE PAPER-2

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Write two examples of caste based social movements.
Differentiate between jati and varna.
What are prejudices?
What is regionalism?
What do you understand by cultural diversity?
Mention any two structural changes brought about by colonialism.
Why were coastal cities favoured by the colonial regime?
In what ways did colonial labour laws benefit the owner’s tea plantations?
What are pressure groups?
What is contract farming?
Why is disinvestment not preferred by workers in state owned units?
What are the dangers and risks faced by mine workers?
Distinguish between ‘lock out’ and ‘strike’.
Mention any two factors that have led to the growth of print media.
In what ways has globalization affected Indian television?

16. Highlight the sources of conflict between ‘National Development’ and ‘Tribal
Development’.
OR

17.
18.
19.
20.

Explain the ways in which tribal societies have been classified on the basis
of permanent traits.
What has been the role of colonialism in the emergence of new markets?
Explain the social consequences of green revolution.
What are community identities and why are they important?
What were the sources of inspiration for Indian democracy?
OR

What is the difference between law and justice, and how is this
relationship expressed in constitutional norms?
21. Describe the main features of the women’s movement since the 1970s.
22. Compare and contrast Sanskritisation and Westernisation as processes of social
change in Indian society.
23. Analyse the success and failures of the family planning programme.
OR
Highlight the main social aspects of the process of urbanisation.
24. Globalisation affects different sections of people differently. Discuss.
25. Read the given passage and answer the following questions:
In a country where half of the children in the age group of 5-14 are out of school how
can there be space for children with disabilities, especially if segregated schooling is
being advocated for them? Even if the legislation optimistically tries to make education
available to every disabled child, parents in a village do not see this as instrumental in
achieving any autonomy for their disabled child. What they would prefer is perhaps a
better way of fetching water from the well and improved agricultural facilities.
Similarly, parents in an urban slum expect education to be related to a world of work
that would enhance their child’s basic quality of life.
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c) According to the author of this passage, what kind of educational facilities do disabled
children need? Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.
d) It is said that social attitudes towards the disabled are as much of a problem for them as
their disability itself. What is the justification for such a view, and what is your opinion on
this issue?
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PRACTICE PAPER-3

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Write a note on purity and pollution.
What is participatory democracy?
What features mark or characterize a social movement?
Define ‘State’.
What steps were taken by colonial rulers for the smooth functioning of its rule?
What sectors or spheres are important in a modern economy?
What is meant by support prices?
What is meant by assimilationist policies?

9. How did British industrialization lead to deindustrialization in some sectors in
India?
10. What are the ways by which workers are made to produce more?
11. Highlight the potential of FM channels in a post liberalized India.
12. What does the principle of nationalism assume?
13. Identify two negative social effects of Green revolution.
14. Highlight any two features of an organized sector.
15. In what ways can changes in the social structure lead to changes in the family
structure?
16. Discuss what is an ecological movement by giving suitable examples.
OR
Write a short note on AITUC.
17. What arguments were given by Dr. Ambedkar and by Mahatma Gandhi for
constituting local governments?
OR
rd
73 amendment has had a monumental role in bringing a voice to the people
in villages. Comment.
18. In what ways did the Indian economy change after the coming of colonialism?
19. The beginning of the printing press led to the growth of the idea of a
‘Nation’ as an ‘imagined community’. Discuss as suggested by Benedict
Anderson.
20. What changes took place in the areas where agriculture became more
commercialized?
21. What are community identities? Why are they important?
22. Highlight the dimensions of ‘untouchability’ by giving suitable examples.
23. Are global interconnections new to the world and to India? Explain this by giving
suitable examples.
24. How has sanskritisation as a concept been criticized?
OR
State and discuss the different aspects of modern change in colonial India.
25. Read the passage and answer the following questions:
Most deaths of children under five occur in India, says Unicef report
This is another ranking that India would hate to top. Close on the heels of recording the
largest number of women dying during child birth the country now occupies another top
spot. India holds the unenviable record of being home to the highest number of children
who die before reaching their fifth birthday. According to the latest United Nations underfive mortality estimates, released by Unicef, India recorded 17.26 lakh under five deaths
with a mortality rate of 66 in 2009. The statistics was much worse in 1990-the base year
when the progress made by countries to combat child mortality is calculated. In 1990, India
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recorded 31 lakh under-five deaths, with a mortality rate of 118. The under-five mortality
is increasingly concentrated in a few countries. About half of global under-five deaths in
2009 occurred in only five countries: India, Nigeria, Congo, Pakistan and China.
(TOI, New Delhi, September 18, 2010)
a) What is the difference between infant mortality rate and maternal mortality rate?
b) Name some of the countries where most children die under-five. According to you
what are the most common causes of death?
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PRACTICE PAPER-4

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

“It is mainly now-after Mandal so to speak-that we are beginning to understand why
caste was almost invisible in urban middle-class contexts.” Why was caste referred to
as being invisible?
“From the late 1980s and early 1990s, newspapers have become fully automatic.”
Which two technological changes produced this result?
How can ‘sociological imagination’ be used to understand globalization?
Briefly talk about India’s policy of industrialization in the early years of
independence.
M.S.A.Rao describes three different situations of urban impact on villages.
Discuss any one.
What are the functions of the constitution of India?
Define ‘proprietary caste’.
A mix of ideas was used to fight social evils. Mention some of these ideas.
What is the purpose of collecting demographic data?
Name and define the family types with regard to rule of residence.
Define commodification.
Why does social inequality and exclusion appear inevitable, almost natural?
How does cultural diversity present tough challenges?
Why are ‘new farmer’s movements’ termed as ‘new social movements’?
“The rural is not just agriculture’. Explain the statement.
As students of sociology, there are many aspects to the growth of masscommunication which is of great interest to us. What are these aspects?

What are the basic tasks of a manager? How can s/he make the
worker? How can s/he make the worker produce more?
18.
Does the changing age-structure offer a demographic dividend?
OR
The National Family Planning Programme was renamed as the
National Family Welfare Programme. Describe the reasons.
19.
What are the different kinds of westernization? Describe each of them.
Or
Explain the process of sanskritisation.
20.
Mention the contentious issues found in the federal system which led
to the inter-regional disparities.
21.
Examine the arguments given by Dr. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi
for the inclusion of Panchayati Raj in the constitution.
22.
Provide evidence to support the view that tribes are not
primitive communities living in isolation.
OR
Delineate the structural tensions faced by men and women in
matrilineal system.
23. In agrarian societies, periodic markets are a central feature of social
and economic organization. Explain.
24. Enumerate the assimilationist and integrationist strategies used to
establish singular national identities.
17.

25. A world to convince: why a woman can't have it all
Every woman who has battled societal prejudice, peer pressure, male insecurity
and internal conflict in pursuit of her professional ambition knows exactly what
PepsiCo CEO Indra Nooyi meant when she proclaimed with disarming candour
tha “women can’t have it all “.To begin with, biological determinism obstructs
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or at the very least controls free will for many of us. As a fresh-eyed feminist
who was not yet 20, I remember irate but simplistic college debates on
motherhood and careers and why women were expected to prioritise one over
the other. Growing up as the daughter of a working mother — one who belonged
to a generation of trailblazer women journalists who initially had to fight just to
get mainstream reporting assignments — I naively believed that talent, rebellion
and grit were enough to “have it all”. The truth, I would discover, is way more
complex. Women pay a price for professional success that men never have to.
Not only are we assessed by a different barometer (women have to be better than
their male colleagues to achieve the same recognition), we are scrutinised by a
harsher gaze, judged much more easily and treated with suspicion if we are not
married or mothers at the ‘right’ age. It’s equally true, as Nooyi argued, that the
biological clock is in “total and complete conflict” with the career clock.
Chasing a professional goal with single-minded focus — which is often the
requirement of any job — can sometimes mean that you postpone personal
decisions like parenthood until it’s too late or you simply don’t feel mentally
ready for it, even if the option presents itself earlier. A fellow journalist who was
writing an essay on women who don’t have children once asked me whether I
had never wanted to be a parent. I told her — and I suspect this happens to many
women — that by the time I felt ready for it, I was probably biologically too old.
There were also looming concerns in my head. As a mother, could you afford to
be a vagabond journalist who likes spending long stretches out in the
boondocks? Could you still get up and go to report from Libya or Egypt or on
the latest conflagration that had captured your imagination with a young life
dependent on you back home? Of course, the same questions should apply just
as much to men. But they don’t. None of this is to script a victimhood narrative.
In the end, all of us make our own choices and then try and live a life making the
best of them. But the debate triggered by Nooyi’s comments is two-fold: Does
biology itself militate against a truly free choice for women? Or does it —
profoundly unfair as it is — limit and define our choices in a way that it never
does for men. The second, more compelling question is whether women — even
those who are brilliant trapeze artistes at multi-tasking and juggling — are
expected to DO it all, even if they can’t have it all. Nooyi’s own account has a
telling anecdote of a conversation between her mother and her wherein she is
commanded to go out and get milk for the household on a night when she
returns late and has exciting news of her own promotion to share. But for her
mother, the PepsiCo CEO’s primary responsibility remains that of wife, mother,
daughter and daughter-in-law. In the everyday work-lives of women this is an
argument many a daughter would have had with her mother or mother-in-law.
At one level, with the rise of women in almost every profession, it would appear
as if the glass ceiling has been smashed. But it’s still only cracked, not broken.
Women who manage boardrooms and billion-dollar deals are still expected to
keep an eye on what’s for dinner, whether the linen has been changed, what
vegetables are in stock and whether the children have completed their
homework.
While an increasing number of fair-minded and enlightened men have made
home-keeping a partnership, for the most part managing the home — whether
they work or not — is still treated as a female domain.
In some ways by chasing and even embracing the label of ‘super-women’
and ‘super-moms’ we have done this to ourselves.
Instead of romanticising the female ability for managing multiple roles, we
should be negotiating for a more equal playing field — at work, and at home. We
should be pushing for paternity-leave benefits at the workplace and flexi-hours
for men and not just women.
Instead of demanding daycare and crèches for the children of female
employees, we should ask for it as a benefit for all employees.
If the work-life balance is skewed, that should be as much of a problem
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for men as it ends up being for women.
Till men partner women equally in the rearing of children and the
managing of the home — or till the choice of who does more of the
household stuff is determined not by gender but by the specific demands
of either job (for instance, a man may be a soldier stationed at the border,
a woman may be a school teacher with more flexibility, but the situation
could be exactly the reverse as well) we are continuing to stereotype the
expectations that are made of women. It’s equally problematic when
professional women glorify certain skills as quintessentially female.
It’s become reasonably common to hear that women make for more
compassionate bosses or are better at shaping consensus in the
workplace and so on. One cannot want the essentialism of being female
smashed at home but reiterated at work. Sometimes it is our own
internal contradictions and confusions that end up confirming the clichés
that persist about being a woman at the workplace.
- Barkha Dutt July 04, 2014

a) Define Stereotypes.
b) How does stereotype lead to exclusion, discrimination and
prejudice?
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PRACTICE PAPER 5

1.

Write the meaning of age-structure in population.

2

2.

What are two criteria used for defining the OBCs?

2

3.

Write the meaning of Civil Society.

2

4.

In what way ‘Communalism’ is different from ‘Communal’?

2

5.

What do you mean by Westernisation?

2

6.

Mention two important functions of Nyaya Panchayat.

2

7.

Give the meaning of the term ‘Footloose Labour’.

2

8.

What is disinvestment?

2

9.

How did the silk route connect people in the past?

2

10.

State two changes that can be termed as neo-liberal economic measures.

2

11.

What are transnational corporation?

2

12.

In what way are social movements different from social changes?

2

13.

What are the essential elements in creating new social movements?

2

14.

State two important basis of Dalit Social Movements.

2

15.

Despite the decline in birth rate, the growth rate of India’s population is
increasing. Explain the reason.

4

OR
Briefly explain India’s demographic achievements.
16.

How have social reformers helped in the emancipation of women in India?
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17.

Could the RTI be a means of forcing the ‘State’ to respond to the people of
India? Discuss

4

18.

Rituals also have secular dimensions as distinct from secular goals. Explain.

4

19.

How is interest groups part and parcel of a participatory democracy?
Discuss.

4

OR
Explain as to what extent Panchayati Raj has been successful in tribal areas.
20.

Land ceiling act proved to be toothless in most of the states. Give reasons.

4

21.

Explain the contractor system in job recruitment.

4

22.

Discuss the ways in which the institution of caste got strengthened under
colonial rule.

6

OR
Tribes have been classified according to their ‘permanent’ and ‘acquired’
traits. Explain.
23.

Liberalization and privatization appear to be associated with inequality.
Discuss.

6

24.

Discuss the effect of globalization on print media.

6

25.

Read the passage given below and answer the associated questions.
We have a parliamentary and a legal system, a police and educational system
built very much on the British model. We drive on the left side of the road
like the British. We have ‘bread-omelette’ and ‘cutlets’ as menu offered in
many roadside eateries and canteens. A very popular manufacturer of
biscuits is actually named after Britain. Many school uniforms include neckties. We often admire the west and as often resent it. These are just some of
the many and complex ways that British colonialism lives on in
contemporary India.

(i)

What is colonialism?

(ii)

In what way has colonialism effected our lives?
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Academic Session: 2015-16
Pre-Board Examination
Answer Scheme
Subject- Sociology
M/2/1 and 2

1. “In Indian nationalism, the dominant trend was marked by an inclusive
and democratic vision.” What do you understand by the words inclusive
and democratic in the given statement?



Answer: In Indian nationalism, the dominant trend was marked by an inclusive and
democratic vision- inclusive because it recognized diversity and plurality; 

democratic because it sought to do away with discrimination and exclusion
and bring forth a just and equitable society. 

2. Define Tribe.
-

Answer: Tribe is a word used for communities that are very old, being among the
oldest inhabitants of the sub-continent. Tribes did not practice a religion with a
written text; did not have a state or political form of the normal kind; did not have
sharp divisions; and did not have caste and were neither Hindus nor peasants. The
term ‘tribe’ was introduced by British administrators for administrative convenience.
OR
Define De-skilled workers using an example.
Answer: Sociologist Harry Braverman argues that the use of machinery actually
deskills workers i.e. skills and potential skills of the workers are rendered useless
due to the extensive use of technology. For example, whereas earlier architects and
engineers had to be skilled draughtsmen, now the computer does a lot of the work
for them.
3. Compare the experience
developing countries.

of

industrialisation

of

developed

and

Answer: Differences between experience of industrialisation in India and the western
model of industrialization1. Based on the work people do:
In developed countries, the majority of people are in the services sector, followed by
industry and less than 10% are in agriculture.
In India, in 1999-2000, nearly 60% were employed in the primary sector (agriculture
and mining), 17% in the secondary sector (manufacturing, construction and utilities)
and 23% in the tertiary sector (trade, transport, financial services, etc.)
2. based on employment pattern:
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In developed countries, the majority are formally employed.
In India, over 50% of the population is self-employed, only about 14% are in regular
salaried employment, while approximately 30% are in casual labour.
(If you write about the case of de-industrialisation in India at the cost of
industrialization and profit in the Britain, it won’t be completely wrong. But
please mention these points too.)
OR
Define Glocalisation.
Answer: Glocalisation refers to the mixing of the global with the local. It is not
entirely spontaneous. Nor is it entirely delinked from the commercial interests of
globalisation. Example- McDonald sells only vegetarian and chicken products in
India and not its beef products, which are popular abroad. McDonald’s goes
vegetarian during the Navaratri festival.
4. What is labour power?
Answer: Capacity for labour; the mental and physical capabilities of human beings
that are used in the process of production.
5. What is the difference between Infant Mortality Rate and Maternal Mortality
Rate?
Answer: Infant Mortality Rate- This is the number of deaths of babies before the age
of one year per 1000 live births, in a specific area for a given time period.
Maternal Mortality Rate- This is the number of women who die in childbirth per
1000 live births in a specific area for a given time period.
OR
Answer: Total Fertility Rate- This refers to the
d)total number of live births that a hypothetical women
e) would have if she lived through the reproductive age group and
f) had the average number of babies in each segment of this age group
g) determined by age-specific fertility rates for that area.
6. Justify the use of Dalit literature in its struggle against caste hierarchy.
Answer: Dalit literature is opposed to the Chaturvarna system and caste hierarchy
which it considers as responsible for crushing the creativity and very existence of
lower castes. Dalit writers are insistent on using their own imageries and expressions
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rooted in their own experiences and perceptions. The belief was that mainstream
social imageries would hide the truth rather than reveal it. Dalit literature gives a call
for social and cultural revolt. While some emphasise the cultural struggle for dignity
and identity, others also bring in the structural features of society including the
economic dimensions.
7. Interpret the given statement- “Newspapers have become a consumer product
and as long as numbers are big everything is up for sale.”
Answer: The effort of newspapers has been to widen their audience and reach out to
different groups. This is because reading habits have changed. This implies that
while older people read the paper in its entirety, younger readers have specific
interests like sports, entertainment or society gossip and directly move to the pages
earmarked for these items.
The segmented interests of readers imply that a newspaper must have a plurality
of stories to appeal to a wide range of readers. This is done to sustain the interests
of the readers. Thus, it has become a consumer product which emphasizes strongly
on the consumer. Thus, if audiences do like a certain type of story that does not
match the conventional definition of news, even that would sell in the name of
newspaper. Also, larger the audience, larger is the sale.
8. Define Infotainment.
Answer: This is a combination of information and entertainment which has become the
content of newspaper today, given the fact it has become a consumer product.

9. Name any two INGOs.
Answer: Greenpeace, the Red Cross and Amnesty International, Medecins Sans
Frontieres (Any two)
10. Can we apply the distinction between old and new social movements in
the Indian context?
Answer: India has experienced a whole array of social movements involving women,
peasants, dalits, and others. We cannot apply the distinction of old and new social
movements in the context of India. In a social movement, questions of social
inequality can occur alongside other, equally important issues.
Social inequality and unequal distribution of resources continue to be important
elements in these movements. Dalit labourers have acted collectively to ensure that
they are not exploited by upper-caste landowners and money-lenders. The women’s
movement has worked on issue of gender discrimination in diverse spheres like the
workplace and within the family.
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They are not just about old issues of economic inequality, nor are they organized
along class lines alone. Identity politics, cultural anxieties and aspirations are
essential elements in creating social movements and occur in ways that are difficult
to trace to class-based boundaries.
11. Write two examples of competing interests.
Answer: The multi-religious and multicultural composition of the population with
distinct streams of tribal culture is one aspect of the plurality in India. The impact
culture, religion and caste have on the urban-rural divide, rich-poor divide and the
illiterate divide is varied. Deeply stratified by caste and poverty, there are groupings
and sub-groupings among the rural poor.
There exists competing interests from all these different groups of people for the
control of State’s resources.
Example, the issue of the close down of a factory because it emits toxic waste and
affects the health of those around. This is a matter of life, which the Constitution
protects. The flipside is that the closure will render people jobless. Livelihood again,
is a matter of life that the Constitution protects. The tribal exploitation at the cost of
national development is another example of competing interests. Whereas the tribals
are native inhabitants of the forests of our nation, these forests are exploited by the
state for the purpose of national development. This created a conflict.
12. “In rural areas, there is a complex relation between caste and class.” Explain.
Answer: In rural areas there is a complex relationship between class and caste
structure. We might expect higher castes to own more land and have higher incomes
which will go down as the caste comes down. But this may not exactly be true. For
instance, in most areas the highest caste i.e. Brahmins, are not major landowners, and
so they fall outside the agrarian structure though they are part of the rural society. In
most regions, the major landowning groups belong to the upper castes. In each
region there existed a dominant caste, which is economically and politically very
powerful and dominates local society. Example- Vokkaligas and Lingayats in
Karnataka, Kammas and Reddis in Andhra Pradesh.
13. How can globalization be used to explain workings of the financial markets?
Answer: A central feature of globalisation is the increasing extension and
integration of markets around the world. This implies that changes in the market in
one part of the world will lead to changes somewhere else far away. The impact of
globalization can be explained using the example of NASDAQ. This is a major
electronic stock exchange based in New York. It operates exclusively through
computerized electronic communications. It allows stock brokers and investors from
around the world to buy and sell shares in the companies it lists. These transactions
happen in real time- i.e. they take effect in seconds, and they involve no paper-no
paper documents or paper currency.
14. Interpret cultural diversity in your own words.
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Answer: The term diversity implies differences rather than inequalities.
When we say that India is a nation of great cultural diversity, we mean that there are
many different types of social groups and communities living here. These are
communities with different cultural markers like language, religion, sect, race or
caste.
15. Using the example of Multani Lohars, explain how family structures change.
Answer: In the Muslim biradri called the Multani Lohars, Karkhanedar is a person
engaged in the business of manufacturing of which he is generally the owner. The
karkhanas operate in domestic conditions and, therefore, have certain pervasive
effects on the life of the karkhanedars who work in them.
Mahmood, aged forty years, was living with his two younger brothers, one of
whom was married. He had three children and was the head of the complex
household. All the three brothers were employed in various karkhanas and factories
as skilled workers. Mahmood succesfully fabricated replica of a motor part the
import of which had been banned. This greatly encouraged him to start his own
karkhana…Later it was decided that two karkhanas should be set up to manufacture
the motor part. One was to be owned by the two elder brothers, and the other by the
youngest, provided he set up a separate household. Rasheed set up an independent
household, consisting of his wife and unmarried children. Therefore, one complex
household, comprising three married brothers, gave birth to a simple household as a
result of new entrepreneurial opportunities
OR
“The work in the services sector is subject to Taylorist labour processes.”
Comment.
Answer:







An average workday is for 10-12 hours, and it is not uncommon for
employees to stay overnight in the office (known as a ‘night out’), when faced
with a project deadline. Long working hours are central to the industry’s
‘work culture’. In part this is due to the time difference between India and the
client site, such that conference calls tend to take place in the evening when
the working day in the U.S. begins. 



Another reason is that overwork is built into the structure of outsourced
projects: project costs and timelines are usually under-estimated in terms of
mandays, and because mandays are based on an eight-hour day, engineers
have to put in extra hours and days in order to meet the deadlines. 



Extended working hours are legitimised by the common management
practice of ‘flexi-time’, which in theory gives the employee freedom to choose 
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his or her working hours (within limits) but which in practice means that they
have to work as long as necessary to finish the task at hand.



Even when there is no real work pressure, they tend to stay late in office
either due to peer pressure or because they want to show the boss that they
are working hard. 


16. Define the term Adivasi. In what context was this term coined? Describe the traits
associated with the identity of Adivasis.
Answer: The term adivasi connotes political awareness and assertion of political
rights. Literally meaning, ‘original inhabitants’, the term was coined in the 1930s as
part of the struggle against the intrusion by the colonial government and outside
settlers and moneylenders. Being adivasi is about shared experiences of loss of
forests, the alienation of land, repeated displacements since Independence in the
name of development.
Classification of Tribal Societies


 Permanent traits 
 Acquired Traits 
Permanent Traits are Language, region, physical characteristics and ecological
habitat.
Under language, tribes are categorised under 4 categories- Indo-aryan, Dravidian
(these two are shared by the rest of the population as well and only 1% of the tribes
speak the former and 3% for latter), Austric and Tibeto-Burman (all tribes speak the
former and 80% speak the latter)
Under physical characteristics, tribes are classified under- Mongloid, Australoid,
Negrito, Dravidian and Aryan categories.
The biggest tribes are the Gonds, Bhils, Santhals, Oraons, Minas, Bodos, Mundas,
who account for at least a million population.
The tribal population of India is widely dispersed but there are also concentrations in
certain regions such as the ‘middle India’- a wide band stretching from Gujarat and
Rajasthan in the west to West Bengal and Odisha in the east; with Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and parts of Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh forming the
heart of this region. North-eastern states have the highest concentrations.
The ecological habitats covered include hills, forests, rural plains and urban
industrial areas.

17. How is caste a discriminatory system? Elaborate.
Answer: a) Determined by Birth- It is not a matter of choice. A person is born into a
caste. One cannot leave it or join it by choice.
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b) Strict rules about marriage-It involve strict rules about marriage. Castes are
endogamous units i.e. marriage is restricted to members of the group.
c) Involves strict rules about food and food-sharing- Caste determines the kind
of food to be eaten and who one may share food with.
d) Involves system of many castes arranged in a hierarchy-Hierarchy is designed
according to the purity-pollution principle wherein certain castes were pure and
hence superior compared to the lower castes which were considered impure. The
pure castes were associated with something considered sacred. And that distant from
the sacred is polluted.
f) Caste is traditionally linked to occupations- a person born into a caste could only
practice the occupation associated with that caste. So the occupations were
hereditary.
The caste system is a distinct Indian social institution that legitimises and
enforces practices of discrimination against people born into particular castes.
These practices of discrimination are exploitative, exclusionary and humiliating.
In scriptural terms, social and economic status was separated sharply. Thus they
were associated by occupation and status which were ascriptive in nature.
The ritually highest caste i.e. the Brahmins, were not supposed to amass wealth
and were subordinated to the secular power of kings and rulers belonging to the
Kshatriya castes. On the other hand, despite having the highest secular status and
power, the king was subordinated to the Brahmin in the ritual-religious space.
Thus, different castes are kept separate from each other and scriptural rules have
been made to maintain and reinforce this separation.
OR
Social exclusion is the result of structural features in society. Explain.
Answer:







It refers to ways in which individuals may become cut off from full
involvement in the wider society. 



It focuses attention on a broad range of factors that prevent individuals or
groups from having opportunities open to majority population. 



Social exclusion in not accidental but systematic and a result of structural
features of the society. 



Social exclusion is involuntary i.e. exclusion is practices regardless of wishes
of those who are excluded. 



Social exclusion is structural because people are excluded not randomly but due
to a systematic pattern of unequal access to social resources that is called social
inequality. Social inequality is not an outcome of innate differences between
people but is produced by the society in which they live. 
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This refers to a system by which categories of people in a society are ranked in a
hierarchy. This hierarchy then shapes people’s identity and experiences, their
relations with others, as well as their access to resources and opportunities. 3 key
principles of social stratification are-






Social stratification is a characteristic of society, not simply a function
of individual difference. 



Social stratification persists over generations- A person’s social position is
ascribed. 



Social stratification is supported by patterns of belief, or ideology- No system
of stratification can survive unless it is widely viewed as being either fair or
inevitable. Example-caste system. People with greatest social privilege
express the strongest support for systems of stratification. 




18. “The varied social reform movements did have common themes, yet they were
different.” Interpret the given statement.
OR
Colonialism brought in changes that altered the structure of Indian society.
Comment.
Answer: The varied social reform movements did have common themes. The value
of education became important; the idea of female education gained importance,
new ideas self-conscious pride in culture and tradition emerged.
Yet there were also significant differences. For some the concerns were confined to
the problems that the upper caste, middle class women and men faced. For others
injustices suffered by the discriminated castes were crucial questions. For some social
evils had emerged because of a decline of the true spirit of Hinduism. For others
caste and gender oppression was intrinsic to the religion. Muslim reformers actively
debated the meaning of polygamy and purdah.
Importance of education for women was a theme that resonated across all
movements. However, self conscious pride in one’s culture and heritage so varied
treatment wherein efforts were made to subvert some of the discriminating
practices such as sati and purdah.
OR
Industrialisation refers to the emergence of machine production, based on the use of
inanimate power resources like steam or electricity. A prime feature of industrial
societies is that a large number of people are employed in factories, offices or shops
rather than agriculture. Over 90% people are living in cities and towns where most
jobs are to be found and new job opportunities created.
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For instance, in Britain the first society to undergo industrialisation was also the
earliest to move from being rural to an urban country.
In India, British industrialisation led to deindustrialisation in some sectors and
decline of old urban centres.









 Just as manufacturing boomed in Britain, traditional exports of cotton and silk
manufactures from India declined in the face of Manchester competition. 
 This period, also, saw the further decline of cities such as Surat and
Masulipatnam while Bombay and Madras grew. 
 When British took over Indian states, towns like Thanjavur, Dhaka and
Murshidabad lost their courts and therefore, some of their artisans and
court gentry. 
 From the end of the 19th century, with the installation of mechanised
factory industries, some towns became much more heavily populated. 
 Village crafts in the interior and particularly in regions other than eastern
India where British penetration was earliest and deepest, probably
survived much longer, coming to be seriously affected only with the spread
of railways. 
 Unlike Britain where the impact of industrialisation led to more
people moving into urban areas, in India the initial impact of the same
British industrialisation led to more people moving into agriculture. 

Colonial rule saw the growth of new urban centers and hence, saw the rise of
urbanization.








 Cities had a key role in the economic system of the empires. 
 Coastal cities such as Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai were favoured. 
 From here, primary commodities could be
manufactured goods could be cheaply imported. 

easily

exported

and

 Colonial cities were the prime link between the economic centre or core
in Britain and periphery or margins in colonised India. 
 Cities in this sense were a concrete expression of global capitalism. 
 Example- Bombay was planned and re-developed so that by 1900 over three
quarters of India’s raw cotton were shipped through the city. Calcutta
exported Jute to Dundee, while Madras sent coffee, sugar, indigo dyes and
cotton to Britain 
 Urbanisation in the colonial period saw the decline of some earlier urban
centres such as Dhaka, Masulipatnam and the emergence of new
colonial cities such as Bombay and Calcutta. 
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19. Describe the impact of Westernisation.
OR
Explain the process of sanskritisation.

Answer:





M.N.Srinivas defines westernization as ‘the changes brought about in Indian
society and culture as a result of over 150 years of British rule, the term
subsuming changes occurring at different levels…technology, institutions,
ideology and values.’ 
There were different kinds of westernization- 

















One kind refers to the emergence of a westernized sub-cultural pattern
through a minority section of Indians who first came in contact with the
western culture. This included the sub-culture of Indian intellectuals
who not only adopted many cognitive patterns
or ways of thinking but
also styles of life and supported its expansion.
There has been a general spread of western cultural traits
such as the
use of new technology, dress, food and changes in general.

Westernization does involve the imitation of external forms of culture. It
does not necessarily mean that people adopt modern values of democracy
and equality. 
OR



The term sanskritisation was coined by M.N.Srinivas. It may be defined as
the process by which a ‘low caste or tribe or other group takes over the
customs, ritual, beliefs, ideology and style of life of a high and, in particular,
a ‘twice-born (dwija) caste’. 



Its influence can be seen in language, literature, ideology, music, dance,
drama, style of life and ritual. 



It is primarily a process that takes place in the Hindu space though Srinavas
argued that it was visible even in sects and religious groups outside
Hinduism. 



It operated differently in different regions. In those areas where a highly
sanskritised caste was dominant, the entire region underwent a certain
amount of Sanskritisation. In those areas, where non-sanskritic castes were
dominant, it was their influence that was stronger. This can be termed the
process of ‘de-sanskritisation’. 



Srinivas argued that, ‘sanskritisation of a group has usually the effect of
improving its position in the local caste hierarchy. It normally presupposes
either an improvement in economic or political position of the group
concerned or a higher group self-consciousness resulting from its contact
with a source of the ‘Great Tradition’ of Hinduism such as a pilgrim centre
or a monastery or a proselytizing sect. 
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But in India, there are many obstacles to any easy taking over of the customs
of the higher caste by the lower. Traditionally, the dominant castes punished
those low castes, which was audacious enough to attempt it.

20. Khasi society is a matrilineal society but men are the power holders. How will
you explain this statement?
Answer: Khasi custom prescribes the devolution of ancestral property in the female
line. Several scholars have highlighted the inherent contradictions in matrilineal
systems.







One such contradiction arises from the separation of the line of descent and
inheritance on the one hand and the structure of authority and control on
the other. The former, which links the mother to the daughter, comes in
conflict with the latter, which links the mother’s brother to the sister’s son.
[In other words, a woman inherits property from her mother and passes it
on to her daughter, while a man controls his sister’s property and passes on
control to his sister’s son. Thus, inheritance passes from mother to daughter
whereas control passes from (maternal) uncle to nephew.] 



Khasi matriliny generates intense role conflict for men. They are torn
between their responsibilities to their natal house on the one hand, and to
their wife and children on the other. In a way, the strain generated by such
role conflict affects Khasi women more intensely. A woman can never be
fully assured that her husband does not find his sister’s house a more
congenial place than her own. Similarly a sister will be apprehensive about
her brother’s commitment to her welfare because the wife with whom he
lives can always pull him away from his responsibilities to his natal house. 



The women are more adversely affected than men by the role conflict
generated in the Khasi matrilineal system not only because men wield power
and women are deprived of it, but also because the system is more lenient to
men when there is a transgression of rules. Women possess only token
authority in Khasi society; it is men who are the defacto power holders. The
system is indeed weighted in favour of male matri-kin rather than male
patri-kin. [In other words, despite matriliny, men are the power holders in
Khasi society; the only difference is that a man’s relatives on his mother’s
side matter more than his relatives on his father’s side.] 


21. Comment on the changes that have taken place in the medium of Television.
OR
What affect did globalisation have on music?
Answer:
 TV programming was introduced experimentally in India to promote rural
development as early as 1959. Later, the Satellite Instructional Television 
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Experiment (SITE) broadcasted directly to community viewers in the
rural areas of 6 states between August 1975 and July 1976.

 These instructional broadcasts were broadcasted to 2400 TV sets directly for 4
hours daily. 

 TV stations were set up under Doordarshan in 4 cities (Delhi, Srinagar,
Mumbai and Amritsar) by 1975. 3 more stations i.e. Kolkata, Chennai and
Jalandhar, were added within a year. Every broadcasting centre had its own
mix of programmes comprising news, children’s and women’s
programmes, farmer’s programmes as well as entertainment programmes. 

 As programmes become commercialised and were allowed to carry
advertisements of its sponsors, a shift in target audience was evident. 

Entertainment programmes grew and were directed to the urban
consuming class. The advent of colour broadcasts during the 1932 Asian
games in Delhi and the rapid expansion of the national network led to rapid
commercialisation of television broadcasting. 

During 1984-85 the number of television transmitters increased all over
India covering a large proportion of the population. It was also the time
when indigenous soap operas like Hum Log(1984-85) and Buniyaad(198687) were aired. They were hugely popular acclaim and attracted substantial
advertising revenue for Doordarshan as did the broadcasting of the epics
Ramayan(1987-88) and Mahabharat(1988-90). 



In 1991, there was one state controlled TV channel Doordarshan in India. By
1998, there were almost 70 channels. Privately run satellite channels have
multiplied rapidly since mid-1990s. While Doordarshan broadcasts over 20
channels there were some 40 private television networks broadcasting in
2000. The staggering growth of private satellite television
has been one of

 the defining developments of contemporary India.



The Gulf War of 1991 (which popularised CNN), and the launching of star-TV
in the same year by the Whampoa Hutchinson Group signalled the arrival of
satellite channels in India. In 1992, Zee TV, a Hindi based satellite
entertainment channel, also began beaming programs to cable TV viewers in
India. By 2000, 40 private cable and satellite channels were available
including several that focussed exclusively on regional-language

 broadcasting like Sun-TV, Udaya-TV, Raj-TV, and Asianet.



While Doordarshan was expanding rapidly in the 1980s, the cable television
industry was mushrooming in major Indian cities. The VCR greatly multiplies
entertainment options for Indian audiences, providing alternatives to
Doordarshan’s single channel programming. Video viewing at home and in
community-based parlours increased rapidly. The video fare consisted mostly
of film-based entertainment, both domestic and imported. By 1984,
entrepreneurs in cities such as Mumbai and Ahmedabad had begun wiring
apartment buildings to transmit several
films a day. The number of cable
operators also increased significantly.
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The coming in of transnational television companies like Star TV, MTV,
Channel V, Sony and others, worried some people on the likely impact on
Indian youth and on the Indian cultural identity. But most transnational
television channels have through research realised that the use of the familiar
is more effective in procuring the diverse groups that constitute Indian
audience. The early strategy of Sony International was to broadcast 10 Hindi
films a week, gradually decreasing the number as the station produced its
own Hindi language content. The majority of foreign networks have now
introduced either a segment of Hindi language programming (MTV India) or
an entire new Hindi language channel (STAR Plus). Star Sports and ESPN
have dual commentary or an audio soundtrack in Hindi. The larger players
have launched specific regional channels in languages such as Bengali,

 Punjabi, Marathi and Guajarati.



Localisation of STAR TV- in October 1996, STAR Plus, initially an all English
general entertainment channel originating from Hong Kong, began producing
a Hindi language belt of programming between 7 and 9 pm. By February
1999, the channel was converted to a solely Hindi channel and all English
serials shifted to STAR World, the network’s English language international
channel. Advertising to promote the Hindi
 channel included the Hindi
 slogan: ‘Aapki Boli, Aapka PlusPoint)



Both STAR and Sony continued to dub US programming for younger
audience as children appeared to be able to adjust to the peculiarities
 that arise when the language is one and the setting another. 


TV intruded into the personal lives of people. Television tries to exaggerate
 events and showcase them to be able to garner large audiences. 



Most TV channels are on throughout the day, 24*7. The format for news is
lively and informal. News has been made far more immediate, democratic
and informal. Television has
 fostered public debate and is expanding its
 reach every passing year.



There are a growing number of news channels in Hindi and English, a
large number of regional channels and an equally large number of reality
shows, talk shows, Bollywood shows, family soaps, interactive shows,
 game shows and comedy shows. 



Entertainment television has produced a new cadre of superstars who have
become familiar household names, and their private life, rivalry on sets
feed the gossip columns of popular magazines and newspapers. Many of
 the reality shows are modelled on lines of western programmes. 



Soap operas are stories that are serialized. They are continuous, where
characters keeps changing but the story continues. These soap operas,
 reality shows like Kaun Bangea Crorepati became extremely popular. 
(ALL DETAILS NEED NOT BE MENTIONED,THE BEGINNING,
GLOBALISATION AND CHANGES DUE TO GLOBALISATION HAVE TO

BE WRITTEN)
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OR

It has been argued that the musical form is one that lends itself to globalisation more
efficiently than any other. This is because music is able to reach people who may not
know the written and spoken language. The growth of technology- from personal
stereo systems to music television (such as the MTV) to the compact disc (CD) – have
provided newer, more sophisticated ways for music to be distributed globally. The
fusion of forms of media Although the music industry is becoming ever more
concentrated in the hands of a few international conglomerates, some feel that it is
under a great threat. This is because the Internet allows music to be downloaded
digitally, rather than purchased in the form of CDs or cassettes from local music
stores. The global music industry is currently comprised of a complex network of
factories, distribution chains, music shops and sales staff. If the internet removes the
need for all these elements by allowing music to be marketed and downloaded
directly, what will be left of the music industry!
22. The practice of colonialism
contradictory. Explain.

and

principle

of

nationalism

are

Answer: The practice of colonialism and principle of nationalism are contradictory.
For colonial rule implied foreign rule such as British rule over India. Nationalism
implied that the people of India or of any colonized society have an equal right to
be sovereign. Indian nationalist leaders were quick to grasp this irony. They
declared that freedom or sawarj was their birth right and fought for both political
and economic freedom.
Nation-states were the dominant political form in the modern world. A government
has sovereign power within a defined territory and the people are citizens of a single
nation. Nation-states are closely associated with the rise of nationalism. The principle
of nationalism assumes that any set of people have a right to be free and exercise
sovereign power.
For Indian nationalists the issue of economic exploitation under colonial rule was a
central issue. The Swadeshi movement strengthened the loyalty to the national
economy. Modern ideas made people realize that poverty was preventable. They
noticed the contrast between the pre-colonial fabled riches of India and the
poverty of British India.
23. Highlight the source of conflict between national and tribal development.
Answer:
 National development in the Nehruvian era focussed on the building of
dams, factories and mines.
 But, because the tribal areas were rich in minerals and forests, they paid a
heavy price for the development activity which benefitted the rest of the nation. 
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 The displacement of the tribes has been a result of setting up of dams
and factories and using the forested areas for various mining and other
developmental work. 
 The process of dispossessing tribals of their land has occurred as a
necessary byproduct of the exploitation of minerals and the utilisation of
favourable sites for setting up hydroelectric power plants, many of which
are in tribal areas. 
 The idea of private property in land, also, adversely affected the tribes. Tribes who
mostly had collective community-based ownership were at a disadvantage in the
new system. Example- series of dams being built over the Narmada River 

 Many tribal regions have experienced heavy in-migration of non-tribals into
tribal areas due to pressures of development, reducing them to minorities.
This threatens to disrupt their cultures and communities. Example- Jharkhand
and Tripura 


24. Discuss how the market has significance much beyond the economic
functions. Answer:

















 These markets bring together people from surrounding villages, who come
to sell their agricultural or other produce and to buy manufactured goods
and other items that are not available in their villages. 
 They attract traders from outside the local area, as well as moneylenders,
entertainers, astrologers and a host of other specialists offering their services
and wares. 
 These periodic markets link different regional and local economies together. 
 They, also, link these regional and local economies to the wider national
economy and to towns and metropolitan centres. 
 In hilly areas, where settlements are far-flung, roads and communication
poor, and the economy relatively undeveloped, the weekly market is the
major institution for the exchange of goods as well as for social intercourse. 
 Local people come to the market to sell their agricultural or forest produce to
traders, who carry it to the towns for resale, and they buy essentials such as salt
and agricultural implements and consumption items such as bangles, jewellery. 

 For many visitors, the primary reason to come to the market is social- to meet
kin, to arrange marriages, exchange gossip. 
 A good example to show the social character of markets is the weekly market
in Dhorai in Bastar. 
 At the weekly market, one can find local people, including tribals, non-tribals, as
well as outsiders-mainly Hindu traders of various castes. 
 Forest officials come to the market to conduct business with adivasis who work
for the Forest Department. 
 Market attracts a variety of specialists selling their goods and services. 
 The major goods that are exchanged in the market are manufactured goods i.e.
jewellery, trinkets, pots and so on; non-local foods such as salt, haldi; local food 
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and agricultural items and manufactured items such as bamboo baskets; and
forest produce such as tamarind, oil-seeds.










 The forest produce that is brought by the adivasis is purchased by traders
who carry it to towns. 
 In the market, the buyers are mostly adivasis while the sellers are mainly
caste Hindus. 
 Adivasis earn cash from the sale of forest and agricultural produce and from
wage labour, which they spend in the market mainly on low-value trinkets
and jewellery, and consumption items such as manufactured cloth. 
 They layout of Dhorai market symbolises the hierarchical inter-group
social relations in this region. 
 Different social groups are located according to their position in this caste
and social hierarchy as well as in the market-system. 
 The wealthy and high-ranking Rajput jewellers and middle-ranking local
Hindu traders sit in the central zones and tribal sellers of vegetables and local
wares in the outer circles. 
 The quality of social relations is expresses in the kinds of goods that are
bought and sold, and the way in which transactions are carried out. 
 Interactions between tribal and non-tribal traders are very different than
those between Hindu of the same community; they express hierarchy and
social distance rather than social equality. 



25. From Curzon’s Speeches II, pp. 238-9
The labour system in Assam was essentially that of indenture by which the
labourers went to Assam under contract for a number of years. The government
helped the planters by providing for penal sanction in case of non-fulfillment of
the contract by the labourers. This view is explicitly made by T. Raleigh, Law
Member, when speaking on the Assam Labour and Emigration Bill of 1901: “The
labour-contract authorised by this Bill is a transaction by which, to put it rather
bluntly, a man is often committed to Assam before he knows what he is doing,
and is thereupon held to his promise for four years, with a threat of arrest and
imprisonment if he fails to perform it. Conditions like these have no place in the
ordinary law of master and servant. We made them part of the law of British India
at the instance and for the benefit of the planters of Assam… The fact remains that
the motive power in this legislation is the interest of the planter, not the interest
of the coolie”.
 Discuss the role of colonial state to help planters. 
Answer: Colonial administration was clear that harsh measures were taken against
the labourers to make sure they benefitted the planters. They were also fully aware
that the laws of a colonized country did not have to stick to the democratic norms
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that the British back home in Britain had to follow. Since Assam was sparsely populated
and tea plantations located on uninhabited hillsides, bulk of the sorely needed labour had to
be imported from other provinces. But to bring these people from their far-off homes intro
strange lands possessing unhealthy climate and infected with strange fevers, required the
provision of financial and other incentives, which the tea-planters of Assam were unwilling
to offer. Instead they took recourse to fraud and coercion; and they persuaded the
government to aid and abet them in this unholy task by passing penal laws. The labour
system was essentially that of indenture by which labourers were sent to Assam under
contract for a number of years. Labourers were committed to Assam before they knew it;
with a threat of arrest and imprisonment if there is a failure to perform. Transport of Native
Labourers Act (No.III) of 1863 of Bengal was one of the laws used in this task.

 Can you draw similar parallels from the contemporary times?
Answer: Internal colonialism in the context of tribals or The Bombay Mill Strike can be
discussed here.
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SOCIOLOGY BOARD PAPER 2014-15

1. In what way formal demography is different from social demography?
2. Mention any two adverse impact of Liberalisation.
3. State any two Constitutional provisions meant to protect minority rights.
4. Who are the privileged minorities?
5. What does the term modernity assume?
6. State the social welfare responsibilities of panchayats.
7. In what ways are agriculture and culture linked?
8. What do you mean by the term ‘Beggar’?
9. Differentiate between Fordism and Post-fordism.
10. State the features of transnational corporations.
11. In what way does corporate culture increase productivity and competitiveness?
12. Distinguish between social change and social movement.
13. How has the formation of AITUC made the colonial government more cautious
in dealing with labour?
14. In what ways do reformist and redemptive movements differ?
15. Explain the regional variations of low child sex ratio in India.
16. Trade and Commerce operated through Caste and Kinship networks in India.
Discuss.
OR
Explain Commodification as feature of capitalism.
17. Could the RTI be a means of forcing the state to respond to the people of India ?
Elaborate.
18. Describe with example the grass-root democratic functioning in tribal areas.
19. Highlight the advantages and disadvantages of contract farming.
OR
Explain circulation of labours.
20. Discuss the changes that have emerged in Indian industries after
globalization and liberalization.
21. ‘Tribes have been classified according to their “permanent” and “acquired”
traits.’ Explain.
22. How far did the status of women improve in contemporary India ? Give
examples to support your answer.
OR
23. Social inequality differentiates between individuals. Highlight the principles
to explain the concept of social stratification.
24. Colonialism introduced a wide range of change in every sphere, be it legal or
cultural or architectural. Justify the statement with examples.
25. Read the given passage and answer the following questions
The Indian Language Newspaper Revolution
The most significant happening in the last few decades has been the Indian
language newspaper revolution. The beginnings of this growth predated
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liberalization. The top two dailies in India are Dainik Jagran and Dainik Bhaskar
with a readership of 21 million and 17 million, respectively. The fastest growing
dailies are the Assamese dailies in urban areas (51.8 per cent increase) and the
Bengali dailies in rural areas (129 per cent)
The Eenadu story also exemplifies the success of the Indian language press.
Ramoji Rao the founder of Eenadu, had successfully organized a chit-fund, before
launching the paper in 1974. By associating with appropriate causes in the rural
areas like the Anti-arrack movement in the mid-1980s, the Telugu newspaper was
able to reach into the countryside. This prompted it to launch ‘district dailies’ in
1989. These were tabloid inserts of sensational features carrying news from
particular districts as well as classified advertisements from villages and small
towns of the same. By 1998 Eenadu was being published from ten towns in Andhra
Pradesh and its circulation accounted for 70 per cent of the audited Telugu daily
circulation.
a) What are the different forms of Print media?
b) What reasons can be attributed to the emerging growth of Indian language
newspapers?
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SOCIOLOGY BOARD PAPER 2015-16 (Delhi)

What is the meaning of dependency ratio?
What are the three forms of capital on which social inequality is based?
State the two factors which encourage regionalism.
What are the criteria for forming community identity?
Give the meaning of Sanskritisation.
What do you understand by the term decentralized democracy?
How have ‘matrix events’ taken place in the rural society?
In what way does ‘Time Slavery’ influence Industrial society?
What is the meaning of Glocalisation?
In what way ‘Fordism’ influenced the production and marketing of goods?
How has ‘Corporate Culture’ transformed society?
Give two examples of Peasant movements.
Mention two important reasons that can be attributed for the rise of Dalit
Movements.
14. Why do environmental movements take place?
15. Highlight the main features of demographic dividend in India.
16. What were the major issues of Adivasis struggle after independence?
17. Why Communalism is still a challenge to our unity and harmony?
18. How has Casteism influenced politics?
19. Elaborate the power and responsibilities of the Panchayat.
20. Explain the impact of land reforms on Indian agriculture after independence.
OR
Briefly highlight transformations of rural society after independence.
21. Discuss the issues faced by ‘migrating labourers’.
OR
Explain the major forms of job recruitment in India.
22. ‘The institution of caste is both visible and invisible in many respects.’ Justify the
statement with suitable examples.
OR
What are the rules and regulations that caste system imposes on its members?
23. ‘The policy of liberalization has brought about changes in our society.’ Elaborate.
24. In what ways has colonialism brought about a social, economic and political
influence on Indian society to promote urbanization?
25. Read the following passage and answer the given question :
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

The place is a cramped… rented shack stacked with music tapes and rust
electrical appliances which doubles up as Raghav’s radio station and repair
shop.
He may not be literate, but Raghav’s ingenuous FM station has made him more
popular than local politicians. Raghav’s love affair with the radio began in 1997
when he started out as a mechanic in a local repair shop. When the shop owner
left the area, Raghav, son of a cancer-ridden farm worker, took over the shack
with his friend. Sometime in 2003, Raghav, who by now had learned much about
radio… In impoverished Bihar state, where many areas lack power supplies, the
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cheap battery-powered transistor remains the most popular source of
entertainment. “It took a long time to come up with the idea and make the kit
which could transmit my programmes at a fixed radio frequency. The kit cost me
50 rupees”, says Raghav. The transmission kit is fitted on to an antenna attached
to a bamboo pole on a neighbouring three-storey hospital. A long wire connects
the contraption to a creaky, old homemade stereo cassette player in Raghav’s
radio shack. Three other rusty, locally made battery-powered tape recorders are
connected to it with colourful wires and a cordless microphone.
a) What changes has media experienced over the last few years?
b) How can media be successful in representing the weaker section of
society?
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