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1. Cold War Era in World Politics 
Emergence of two power blocs after the second world war. Arenas of the cold war. 
Challenges to Bipolarity: Non Aligned Movement, quest for new international 
economic order. India and the cold war. 
 
2. Disintegration of the ‘Second World’ and the Collapse of Bipolarity. 

New entities in world politics: Russia, Balkan states and, Central Asian states, 
Introduction of democratic politics and capitalism in post-communist regimes. India’s 
relations with Russia and other post-communist countries. 
 
3. US Dominance in World Politics: 
Growth of unilateralism: Afghanistan, first Gulf War, response to 9/11 and attack on 
Iraq. Dominance and challenge to the US in economy and ideology. India’s 
renegotiation of its relationship with the USA. 
 
4. Alternative Centres of Economic and Political Power: 
Rise of China as an economic power in post-Mao era, creation and expansion of 
European Union, ASEAN. India’s changing relations with China. 
 
5. South Asia in the Post-Cold War Era: 

Democratisation and its reversals in Pakistan and Nepal. Ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 
Impact of economic globalization on the region. Conflicts and efforts for peace in 
South Asia. India’s relations with its neighbours. 
 
6. International Organizations in a unipolar World: 
Restructuring and the future of the UN. India’s position in the restructured UN. Rise 
of new international actors: new international economic organisations, NGOs. How 
democratic and accountable are the new institutions of global governance? 
 
7. Security in Contemporary World: 
Traditional concerns of security and politics of disarmament. Non-traditional or 
human security: global poverty, health and education. Issues of human rights and 
migration. 
 
8. Environment and Natural Resources in Global Politics. 
Environment movement and evolution of global environmental norms. Conflicts 
overtraditional and common property resources. Rights of indigenous people. India’s 
stand in global environmental debates. 
 
9. Globalisation and Its Critics. 
Economic, cultural and political manifestations. Debates on the nature of 
consequences of globalisation. Anti-globalisation movements. India as an arena of 
globalization and struggles against it 


